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Bullet found on Crittenden school bus
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    
    

Guess entering Hall as
baseball broadcaster

 


  


   


  


   
  
    
  


 








   

     


  


 

  


 
  

   
  



  

  

Brown

New Marion Baptist
pastor starts Nov. 19


    
    


   
  

Johnson
Frazer

1,762
1,617

Crittenden County Attorney

D-Johnson* R-Frazer

Perryman
Buntin

410
292

Crittenden District 2 Magistrate

R-Perryman D-Buntin*

Thomas
Harbour

91
24

Crittenden District 4 Magistrate

D-Thomas R-Harbour

Guill
Collins

354
146

Crittenden District 3 Magistrate

R-Guill D-Collins

Belt
Fowler

324
191

Crittenden District 1 Magistrate

R-Belt D-Fowler*

Rushing
Travis

364
294

Crittenden District 5 Magistrate

R-Rushing D-Travis*





Bechler
Barnes

10,003
5,763

Kentucky House District 4

R-Bechler* D-Barnes

Grau II
Fuller

55
27

Grau II Fuller

LaRue
Harris/Hunt

308
178/136

LaRue* Harris/Hunt
non-partisan
School Board District 2

non-partisan
School Board District 4

Straight ticket
Republicans voted
straight party by 
a 3-to-1 margin 
over Democrats

 
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Marion Rosebud Sheridan Tolu Marion Frances Marion Fords Ferry Frances Marion Marion Shady Grove
No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12

Emmanuel Mattoon FD Deer Creek Cmmty Ctr Ed-Tech Grace Bapt Courthouse Library Mexico Bapt St William Marion Bapt SG Fire Dept Absentee

         VOTER TURNOUT 51.7% 50.1% 50.8% 55.5% 58.0% 48.2% 45.9% 33.3% 58.3% 45.1% 54.7% 47.6% 58.9%

REGISTERED VOTERS 6,667 539 449 737 457 772 259 859 187 594 674 843 297

TOTAL VOTES 3,448 270 228 409 265 372 119 286 109 268 369 401 175 177

TOTAL No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

757 53 58 73 44 81 35 76 19 49 69 100 52 48

258 18 25 29 10 17 15 20 13 31 15 34 21 10

US CONGRESS DISTRICT 1 COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

R-James R. COMER* 172,166 2,548 189 162 312 203 282 88 205 77 188 288 295 123 136

D-Paul WALKER 78,849 808 72 57 85 58 79 30 68 31 76 73 95 49 35

STATE SENATE DISTRICT 4 COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

R-Robert M. "Robby" MILLS 19,057 2,144 144 134 268 172 231 81 180 67 160 240 247 100 120

D-J. Dorsey RIDLEY* 18,573 1,219 117 88 130 87 132 36 96 42 99 123 143 74 52

STATE HOUSE DISTRICT 4 COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

R-Lynn BECHLER* 10,003 2,191 163 138 261 172 233 81 178 66 175 234 259 101 130

D-Abigail C. BARNES 5,763 1,170 102 80 141 87 128 37 100 43 88 122 131 68 43

COMMONWEALTH'S ATTORNEY CIRCUIT 5 COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

D-Zac GREENWELL* 9,564 2,362 189 161 280 176 264 73 191 73 194 268 260 117 116

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,890 226 183 348 217 319 99 241 85 216 318 337 137 164

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,367 196 163 298 179 250 74 196 74 184 258 265 116 114

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,780 223 187 333 203 308 94 241 83 199 303 318 140 148

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

1,617 111 109 185 114 188 60 141 45 125 183 187 77 92

1,762 152 114 221 145 174 57 136 62 139 182 206 95 79

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,701 207 179 312 209 308 90 237 85 196 286 315 122 155

205 23 15 36 16 28 5 8 3 13 18 22 14 4

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,920 238 191 346 213 325 98 250 83 220 319 337 144 156

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,669 209 183 320 191 285 93 229 75 204 292 307 135 146

COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

2,831 230 181 340 210 310 93 235 83 207 312 329 141 160

DISTRICT No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

R-Dave BELT 324 152 158 14

D-Danny FOWLER* 191 115 69 7

DISTRICT No. 2 No. 11 Absentee

R-Barry R. BROWN* 370 188 165 17

DISTRICT No. 9 No. 10 Absentee

R-Todd PERRYMAN 410 235 154 21

D-Curtis Wade BUNTIN* 292 171 109 12

DISTRICT No. 9 No. 10 Absentee

R-Wesley CULLEN 495 296 172 27

DISTRICT No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 Absentee

R-Willard GUILL 354 253 81 20

D-Harold COLLINS 146 106 34 6

DISTRICT No. 4 No. 8 Absentee

R-Paul BEARD* 378 273 86 19

DISTRICT No. 1 No. 5 Absentee

R-Ron HARBOUR (write-in) 24 17 7 0

D-Chad THOMAS (write-in) 91 27 62 2

DISTRICT No. 7 No. 6 Absentee

R-Greg RUSHING 364 117 223 24

D-Donnetta TRAVIS* 294 147 135 12

DISTRICT No. 7 No. 6 Absentee

R-Wayne WEST* 510 193 285 32

DISTRICT No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

D-J. Dan WOOD* 361 234 116 11

DISTRICT JUDGE DISTRICT 5 COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

NP-Daniel Mark HEADY* 9,459 2,213 186 154 270 176 254 61 178 65 162 264 229 102 112

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT STATE COUNTY No. 2 No. 11 No. 9 No. 10 No. 4 No. 8 No. 1 No. 5 No. 7 No. 6 No. 3 No. 12 Absentee

YES (99% of precints reporting) 868,932 1,402 111 86 172 104 147 49 138 41 100 126 131 67 130

NO 514,440 1,516 121 103 186 127 187 44 108 46 124 190 199 68 13

Marion Frances Frances Sheridan Tolu Marion Fords Ferry Marion Rosebud Marion Marion Shady Grove
No. 4 No. 7 No. 8 No. 9 No. 10 No. 1 No. 5 No. 2 No. 11 No. 3 No. 6 No. 12

Ed-Tech Mexico Bapt Grace Bapt Deer Creek Cmmty Ctr Courthouse Library Emmanuel Mattoon FD Marion Bapt St William SG Fire Dept Absentee
Non-partisan Crittenden County Board of Education

DISTRICT No. 9 No. 10 Absentee

Tina HARRIS 178 94 75 9

James "Jamie" HUNT 136 78 50 8

Eric LaRUE* 308 193 107 8

DISTRICT No. 2 No. 11 Absentee

Billy FULLER (write-in) 27 14 13 0

Tim GRAU II (write-in) 55 33 22 0

DISTRICT No. 3 No. 6 No. 12 Absentee

Ryan McDANIEL* 577 224 235 91 27

Marion Marion Marion Marion Marion
No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 No. 6

Courthouse Emmanuel Marion Bapt Ed-Tech St William Absentee

CITY No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 No. 6 Absentee

Jared BYFORD* 633 177 114 165 108 34 35

CITY No. 1 No. 2 No. 3 No. 4 No. 6 Absentee

Darrin TABOR* 577 156 103 156 103 30 29

Dwight SHERER* 574 148 112 152 100 29 33

Michael R. BYFORD* 570 154 108 150 102 27 29

Donald ARFLACK* 557 149 98 157 98 25 30

Phyllis SYKES* 584 157 99 159 105 31 33

D'Anna BROWNING* 571 141 104 155 105 37 29

Jeremy COLLINS 404 116 70 112 62 23 21

Non-partisan City of Marion

ED DISTRICT 3

ED DISTRICT 3

MARION MAYOR

MARION CITY COUNCIL (top 6)

BOARD OF EDUCATION: DISTRICT 4

BOARD OF EDUCATION: DISTRICT 5

BOARD OF EDUCATION: DISTRICT 2
ED DISTRICT 1

ED DISTRICT 3

ED DISTRICT 3
ED DISTRICT 3

CONSTABLE: DISTRICT 3

R-Robert Paris KIRK*
JAILER

SHERIFF
R-Wayne AGENT*

CORONER
R-Bradley R. GILBERT*

CONSTABLE: DISTRICT 2

CONSTABLE: DISTRICT 1

COUNTY CLERK
R-Carolyn BYFORD*

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 6

CONSTABLE: DISTRICT 5

D-Ashley SMITH (write-in)

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 1

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 3

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 5

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 4

"Marsy's Law" amendment to Kentucky constitution

CITY OF MARION

TOTAL

DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3

ED DISTRICT 2 ED DISTRICT 3

DISTRICT 5 DISTRICT 6 TOTAL DISTRICT 4

ED DISTRICT 3

ED DISTRICT 5ED DISTRICT 4

DISTRICT 1

TOTAL

MAGISTRATE: DISTRICT 2

DISTRICT 1

REPUBLICAN
STRAIGHT PARTY VOTES

DISTRICT 6DISTRICT 2 DISTRICT 3 DISTRICT 4 DISTRICT 5

DEMOCRATIC

CIRCUIT CLERK
R-Melissa GUILL*

D-Ronnie HEADY*

D-Rebecca JOHNSON*
R-Bart FRAZER

JUDGE-EXECUTIVE

COUNTY ATTORNEY
R-Perry NEWCOM*

PVA

2018 Crittenden County General Election recapitulation

Election notes
-Marion City Council remains intact, with all six incum-

bents returning for another two years.
- Jared Byford is the first person elected mayor of Marion

other than Mickey Alexander for the first time since 1988.
- Five of the six seats on the fiscal court will be held by a

new magistrate. Dan Wood is the only returning member.
- Republicans voted straight party 3-to-1 over Democrats.
- Countywide turnout was 51.7 percent. County Clerk Car-

olyn Byford predicted 55-58 percent. Turnout was just 47.4
percent statewide.

- Sheriff Wayne Agent received more votes (2,920) than
any other candidate in the county.

Unofficial election results.
Incumbents indicated with an asterisk.







   
   
    
  

    

 


   
   
   

    
   


  

    


 

   
    
     

  
   
   

   
 



   

   

  






  

    


   

  

   

    


  

    
    
   


   



    

    
 
 

    

   
   
    





   


    
   
  
    

  


   
 

     

    




    


   
    

   
     






    

   

     
   
  

    

   

 


  
  




 

    
    

     

  


   
   


  

     
 



   


 




   

   

   
    
 


  




 

     
  


     
    
   
   

   

   







  
  

  


   

    

    

   


   
   





   
   

    









 
    





    

    






  
   





    

  




  


  







   
   
    

   


   



  





    
  

  
  


  

   
 


 

Kentucky House District 4
� Bechler    � Barnes

Kentucky Senate District 4
� Mills    � Ridley

Congressional District 1
� Comer    � Walker

How They Voted
ELECTION


Judge-Executive
R-Newcom*: 2,780

Sykes
Tabor

Sykes* Tabor*

Comer
Walker

172,166
78,849

Congressional District 1

R-Comer* D-Walker

Mills
Ridley

19,057
18,573

Kentucky Senate District 4

R-Mills D-Ridley* Sherer* Browning* Byford* Arflack* Collins
non-partisan
Marion City Council (top six)

Sherer
Browning

574
571

Byford
Arflack

570
557

Collins 404584
577

Sheriff
R-Agent*: 2,920

Circuit Clerk
R-Guill*: 2,890

PVA
D-Heady*: 2,367

District Judge
NP-Heady*: 9,459

Coroner
R-Gilbert*: 2,831

Jailer
R-Kirk*: 2,669

Magistrate D6
D-Wood*: 361

Marion Mayor
NP-Byford*: 633

Commonwealth’s
Attorney

D-Greenwell*: 9,564

Crittenden County Attorney
� Frazer    � Johnson

“Marsy’s Law” Amendment
� Yes    � No

Unopposed results

Kentucky House
� GOP: 62    � Democrat: 38

Kentucky Senate
� GOP: 28    � Democrat: 10

Balance of power

Balloting breakdown
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Arrow, Hannah & Karlee Jent
Matt & Amy Jent

Anthony Hunt & Paislee
Faughn

Jamie & Kayla Hunt
Daniel & Kelcie Faughn

RheaVynn, Rien, Ryleigh Tabor
Greg & Jayna Tabor 

Elle McDaniel & Elliot
Evans

Ryan & Jennifer McDaniel
Chris & Allison Evans

Toni Grace Cosby
Kyle & Cortney Cosby

CJ & Darren Curnel
Kent & Mandy Curnel 

Davis & Brady Polk
Taylon & Cassie Polk 

Carter Alan Young
Courtni & Jacob Young

Elizabeth Dunbar
Alisha Childress

Blayze Moss & Tallyn
Tabor

Dennis Moss & Rachel Brant

Jordy, Beau & Noah Byford
Jared & Amy Byford

Raylee Millikan
Chantel Millikan

Chase Winders
Bryce & Mandy Winders

Heaton Davis
Colby & Bethany Davis

Jasmine Hart
Jabari Edwards & Bailey

Hart

Addalyn Nesbitt, Allie Love & JoAnna Ladd
Amanda Martin & Chris Nesbitt, Brianna Belt & Clay Love,

Tammie & Steve Ladd

Presley Asbridge
Jared & Katie Asbridge

Miya West
Mike & Leigh Ann West

Alayah Williams
Daniel & Summer Williams

Jagger Renfro
Josh & Stephanie Renfro

William & Naomi Solomon & Brandy
Jessica Solomon & Benita Burnley

Gage Mayers
TJ & Nancy Mayers

Miranda Martin & Audrey
Smiley

Tony & Miranda Martin

Melina, MIke & Sydney Keller
Mike & Lee Ann Keller

Lacey & Lauren Boone
Bradley & Ginger Boone

Cameron Nesbitt
Jason & Casey Nesbitt

Jaxon Congenie, Beckett Bebout & Grayson Congenie 
George & Jennifer Congenie / Coleman & Nicole Bebout

Dalton & Anzleigh Lynch
McKenzie & Dakota Lynch

4A

Ava Morrison & Paisley Walker
Brent & Lindsay Morrison /  Doug & Kelly Walker

Maddie & Caylie Hearell
Dusty & Rebekah Hearell

Adalynn Stone
Dakota Stone & Kailea

Whitworth

Taylor McKinney & Gage Fitzgerald
Grandparents: Clark & Michelle Hackney

More on 
Page 12A



have three boys ages 8, 6
and 5.

Marion Baptist has
been without a pastor
since last spring when
Dr. Mike Jones left for
another church in
Owensboro after serving
11 years in the Marion
pulpit. Marion Baptist is
the city’s largest church
with 617 members.

Brown’s focus will be
for Marion Baptist to con-
tinue its strong outreach
into the community. 

“I believe a church is
more like a hospital than

country club,” he said. “It
is more of a place for the
hurting and broken than
a social institution.”

Outwardly focused, he
says, is what a church
should be, working to
reach the broader com-
munity.

“Christ loves us all,
and we all need his grace
and mercy,” he said. “We
should strive to be the
hands and feet of Jesus,
as he called us to be.”

Brown was called to
the ministry as a 17-year-
old high-schooler. He did
some fill-in work for vari-
ous churches before
going off to college, where
he earned an undergrad-

uate degree in sociology
and communication from
the University of
Louisville. While there, he
served as an interim min-
ister for High View Bap-
tist Church – an
8,000-member organiza-
tion with eight church
campuses. He was in-
volved in campus min-
istry for the church,
starting a university on-
campus organization
called 516 Ministries that
organized Bible studies in
dorm rooms. It became
just as recognizable on
campus as the Baptist
Student Union and Fel-
lowship of Christian Ath-
letes. 

Brown earned a Mas-
ter of Divinity with an
emphasis in pastoral
studies, church growth
and missions from the
Southern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in
Louisville. 

Mt. Zion in Kuttawa
was his first church. Over
his tenure there, the
church has grown four-
fold. 

“Obviously, it’s a little
sad to leave Mt. Zion, but
we feel this where God is
leading us,” he said.

Brown will begin his
work in Marion on Mon-
day, Nov. 19 and his first
Sunday in the pulpit will
be Nov. 25.

PASTOR
Continued from Page 1
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By ALEXA BLACK
STAFF WRITER

With an enthusiasm
for helping veterans and
plentiful acres for hunt-
ing, Joe and DeeDee
Lindsey of Salem began a
project to build a lodge
influenced by Joe's desire
to take wounded veter-
ans on hunting trips. 

As an avid hunter,
pilot, outdoorsman, Mas-
ter Conservationist and
affiliate of veteran’s pro-
grams, it was a natural
desire of Joe Lindsey's to
take the project as far as
possible to help those
who had served this
country.  He had a pas-
sion for Healing Outside
of a Hospital – or
HOOAH, an expression

often shouted by soldiers
to express determination
and Army spirit – for
wounded warriors from
Fort Campbell. 

Lindsey began con-
struction on the hunting
lodge in north Livingston
County years ago, and
now, it houses nine sol-
diers at a time. With the
help of another nearby
lodge, as many as 16 sol-
diers at a time are taken
on hunts. The building is
complete with two bunk
bedrooms and two bath-
rooms, one of which is
handicap accessible.
Currently, National Wild
Turkey Federation volun-
teers stay nearby to mon-
itor, assist with
questions and act as the

soldiers’ guides.
However, Lindsey is

only able to witness the
p r o g r a m ' s
success in
spirit, for he
passed away
in the fall of
2014, well
before the
lodge's com-
pletion. Left to take on
the project and continue
his legacy was his wife,
DeeDee. 

Some time after her
husband's passing, her
enthusiasm for the proj-
ect grew much deeper.
She pulled from what re-
sources she could to
make sure the job was
complete. With assis-
tance from Joe's dear

friends, it took them all
nearly three years to
complete. The lodge has

been operat-
ing since.

“I did it for
the people
who could
benefit from
such a great
thing, and to

honor my late husband,”
Lindsey said. “It’s what
he would have wanted
me to do, and I certainly
wanted to do it."

Altogether, construc-
tion was in the works for
five years, but it has
since seen much suc-
cess. As the daughter of
a Purple Heart veteran
and widow of a man who
set out to help men like

her father, DeeDee Lind-
sey is proud of the proj-
ect. The lodge is heavily
adorned with veteran
memorabilia, and she
made a point to decorate
the interior with many of
her husband’s favorite
things.

The lodge has housed
soldiers of all ages and
from various wars, from
the war in Afghanistan
dating back to the Ko-
rean War. Its doors are
open to any veteran,
whether physically
wounded or those suffer-
ing with post-traumatic
stress disorder, or PTSD.
DeeDee Lindsey says vet-
erans are very grateful
and express it either ver-
bally or through gifts. 

But she adds that she
and the volunteers by her
side are equally grateful
to help them.

“One soldier gave the
overseer a medal from
Afghanistan, which sym-
bolized valor. A woman
veteran personally gave
me an airborne pin; and
last spring, a paratrooper
soldier gave me his flag
that had been all over the
world with him,” she ex-
plained. “It means the
world to me when they do
things like that, to think
we’ve helped them that
much that they would
want to part with those
things. 

"My husband would
be thrilled if he were here
to see it.”

Area hunting lodge helping wounded soldiers

Veterans Day
service Monday
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and for the better part of
that period, Guess was in
the booth, calling games
that were aired on Mar-
ion-based WMJL Radio. A
number of local personal-
ities joined him in the
broadcast booth over the
years, but Guess most
fondly recalls the times
he worked with the late
Bob Swisher. 

Swisher grew up in
Marion and became a
well-known broadcaster,
losing a bid to be the
voice of the Kentucky
Wildcats to Cawood Led-
ford before becoming

WPSD-TV’s sports direc-
tor. 

“We had a good chem-
istry,” Guess said. “We
did a doubleheader one
day and talked about old
stories one after another.
Somewhere in more than
five hours on the air were
two ballgames.”

Guess said his accept-
ance speech at the hall of
fame ceremony will in-
clude a bit of self-depre-
cation. 

“I was calling a game
at Dawson Springs, and
there was a guy at first
base. The batter hit a
gapper and came all the
way around for a triple. I
said, ‘He slid into third
with a standup triple,’”

Guess crowed with his
signature laugh that
rumbles somewhere be-
tween baritone and bass.

The induction cere-
mony will be held starting
at 5:30 p.m., Saturday at
Old National Events Plaza
in Evansville, Ind., as
part of the fifth annual
Hall of Fame Banquet
and Induction Ceremony.
Guess is among those
being enshrined as the
fourth group of inductees
recognized by the hall of
fame.

Guess, 82, played
semi-pro baseball while
serving in the military in
South Dakota shortly
after graduating from
high school. He is a grad-

uate of Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and was for many
years president of The
Peoples Bank in Marion.
He retired from banking
in 2007 and founded the
Marion Bobcats semi-pro
baseball club the follow-
ing year. The team folded
in 2013, but not before
Guess helped orchestrate
a move from semi-pro to
collegiate summer league
baseball. He was the first
president of the new Ohio
Valley League, which is
still active.

To honor Guess’ base-
ball contributions, the
high school baseball field
at Marion-Crittenden
County Park was named
for him many years ago.

BASEBALL
Continued from Page 1

To the editor:

As Veterans Day ap-
proaches, it is time for
reflection and gratitude. 

This year, we would
like to honor our own
fallen soldier. Some may
know, even though we
kept our grief mainly to
ourselves and the imme-
diate family, on Aug. 25,
2017, at approximately
4:30 in the morning,
three uniformed military
officers knocked on our
daughter’s door. As most
know, this is something
that one hopes to never
experience.

She was informed
that her husband, Staff
Sgt. Emil Rivera, was
missing. Out of six
Black Hawk crew mem-
bers, he was the only
one lost, thank God. For
the next five days, repre-
sentatives from the four
branches of military
searched off the coast of
Yemen for our son-in-
law ... to no avail. 

You see this type of
thing on television; you
never dream that it will
happen to you. As diffi-
cult as it was for us, to
witness Mandy suffer
through was excruciat-
ing. As of today, his
body has yet to be recov-
ered.

We are extremely
proud to have called this
fine young man our son-
in-law. Emil was an
amazing husband and
father. He was also the
epitome of a true soldier.
He was on his 14th year
in the Army and had re-
cently signed up for six

more. He truly loved his
career and would have
gladly done it again,
even if he had known
the outcome.

Recently, Emil’s life
and career were honored
at Arlington National
Cemetery. The informa-
tion on his headstone is
etched only in white,
otherwise known as
ghost writing. The black-
ened letters on other
stones are reserved for
the fallen whose bodies
have been returned.

To be in this hallowed
place is such an inspira-
tional experience! To

look upon the vast
amount of soldiers who
gave their lives is stag-
gering. To know that our
beloved Emil is among
those is heartbreaking,
while at the same time,
we are so filled with
pride that his sacrifice
has not gone unnoticed.

There is so much dis-
ruption in this country;
maybe more than there
has ever been. Everyone
seems to be on opposing
sides and have no reser-
vations about making
their views vocal. We
have that right to make
ourselves heard,
whether others want to
hear it or not.

Let us not forget that
there are men and
women risking – and
sometimes giving – their
lives so we may continue
to enjoy our freedoms.

Johnny and
Shelly Cullen

Marion, Ky.

Local family remembers fallen soldier
Staff Sgt. Emil Rivera Lopez

- Born: March 8, 1986
- MIA: Aug. 25, 2017
- Home: Tucson, Ariz.
- C Co., 3rd Battalion, 160th 

Special Operations Aviation
Regiment (Airborne) “Night
Stalkers”

I N  R E M E M B R A N C E

STAFF REPORT

The 21-year-old
Florida State University
student who was one of
two people killed by a
gunman at a yoga studio
in Tallahassee, Fla., Fri-
day afternoon has ties to
Crittenden County.

Maura Binkley and
Nancy Van Vessem, 61,

w e r e
g u n n e d
down by 40-
y e a r - o l d
Scott Beierle
inside the
w o r k o u t
center.

Binkley’s
father, Jeff Binkley, grad-
uated from Crittenden

County High School in
the early 1970s. He and
his family lived near
Salem. He now resides in
Georgia, according to for-
mer classmates.

The gunman killed
himself, and a motive has
yet to be determined al-
though it appears to have
been a random shooting.

M. Binkley

Florida shooting victim has local ties Correction
A story submitted

to The Crittenden
Press that appeared in
last week's paper in-
correctly identified the
church where Chris
Clarke pastors in
Draffenville. The story
should have read Ken-
tucky Lake Cowboy
Church.



With Veterans Day
being Sunday,  I thought
it might be interesting to
share the history behind
this special day set aside
to honor our veterans.  I
realize many know how it
got started and why, but
I also realized that many,
such as myself, might
not know all of the story.  

–––
History of Veterans

Day – A celebration to
honor America's veterans
for their patriotism, love
of country, and willing-
ness to serve
and sacrifice for
the common
good.

World War I,
known at the
time as "The
Great War,” offi-
cially ended
when the Treaty
of Versailles was
signed on June
28, 1919, in the
Palace of Ver-
sailles, France.
However, fight-
ing ceased seven
months earlier
when an
armistice, or
temporary cessation of
hostilities, between the
Allied nations and Ger-
many went into effect on
the eleventh hour of the
eleventh day of the
eleventh month.  For that
reason, Nov. 11, 1918, is
generally regarded as the
end of the war to end all
wars.

In November 1919,
President Wilson pro-
claimed Nov. 11 as the
first commemoration of
Armistice Day with the
following words:  "To us
in America, the reflec-
tions of Armistice Day
will be filled with solemn
pride in the heroism of
those who died in the
country's service and
with gratitude for the vic-
tory, both because of the
thing from which it has
freed us and because of
the opportunity it has
given America to show
her sympathy with peace
and justice in the coun-
cils of the nations."

The original concept
for the celebration was
for a day observed with
parades and public gath-

erings and a brief sus-
pension of business be-
ginning at 11 a.m.

The United States
Congress officially recog-
nized the end of World
War I when it passed a
concurrent resolution on
June 4, 1926, with these
words:

“Whereas the 11th of
November 1918, marked
the cessation of the most
destructive, sanguinary,
and far reaching war in
human annals and the
resumption by the people

of the United
States of peace-
ful relations with
other nations,
which we hope
may never again
be severed, and

“Whereas it is
fitting that the
recurring an-
niversary of this
date should be
commemorated
with thanksgiv-
ing and prayer
and exercises
designed to per-
petuate peace
through good
will and mutual

understanding between
nations; and

“Whereas the legisla-
tures of twenty-seven of
our States have already
declared November 11th
to be a legal holiday:
Therefore be it Resolved
by the Senate, that the
President of the United
States is requested to
issue a proclamation
calling upon the officials
to display the flag of the
United States on all Gov-
ernment buildings on No-
vember 11th and inviting
the people of the United
States to observe the day
in schools and churches,
or other suitable places,
with appropriate cere-
monies of friendly rela-
tions with all other
people.”

An Act (52 Stat. 351; 5
U.S. Code, Sec. 87A) ap-
proved May 13, 1938,
made the 11th of Novem-
ber in each year a legal
holiday – a day to be ded-
icated to the cause of
world peace and to be
thereafter celebrated and
known as "Armistice
Day."  

Armistice Day was pri-
marily a day set aside to
honor veterans of World
War I, but in 1954, after
World War II had re-
quired the greatest mobi-
lization of soldiers,
sailors, Marines and air-
men in the Nation's his-
tory; after American
forces had fought oppres-
sion in Korea, the 83rd
Congress, at the urging
of the veterans service or-
ganizations, amended
the Act of 1938 by strik-
ing out the word
"Armistice" and inserting
in its place the word "Vet-
erans." With the approval
of this legislation on
June 1, 1954, Nov. 11
became a day to honor
American veterans of all
wars.

In June of 1968, the
Uniforms Holiday Bill,
was signed and was in-
tended to insure three-
day weekends for Federal
employees by celebrating
four national holidays on
Mondays: Washington's
Birthday, Memorial Day,
Veterans Day, and
Columbus Day.  It was
thought that these ex-
tended weekends would
encourage travel, recre-
ational and cultural ac-
tivities and stimulate
greater industrial and
commercial production.  

The first Veterans Day
under the new law was
observed with much con-
fusion and was quite ap-
parent that the
commemoration of this
day was a matter of his-
toric and patriotic signif-
icance to a great number
of our citizens and so on
Sept. 20th, 1975 Presi-
dent Gerald Ford signed
Public Law 94-97 which
returned the annual ob-
servance of Veterans Day
to its original date of No-
vember 11th beginning in
1978.  This action sup-
ported the desires of the
overwhelming majority of
state legislatures, all
major veterans service
organizations and the
American people.

Veterans Day contin-

ues to be observed on
Nov. 11, regardless of
what day of the week on
which it falls. The
restoration of the obser-
vance of Veterans Day to
Nov. 11, not only pre-
serves the historical sig-
nificance of the date, but
helps focus attention on
the important purpose of
Veterans Day:  A celebra-
tion to honor America's
veterans for their patriot-
ism, love of country, and
willingness to serve and
sacrifice for the common
good.

(This information from
United States Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs
Web Site.)

–––
The letters written

home by our World War
II soldiers and shared
with The Crittenden
Press tell us so much of
the history of the war and
the young men that
fought in it.  Here is an
interesting letter from
Larnie Griffith from the
Dycusburg community.
He tells of some of the ac-
tion that he saw while
serving.

Dec. 8, 1944 – North
Italy, Oct. 1, 1944.

To Mr. and Mrs. Ralph
Griffith. Hello folks:  Well,
I have never told you
what has happened to
me since I left the States.
I think maybe it will go
through now because
they have lifted the cen-
sorship a little and they
say we can write and tell
our folks what we have
gone through.  We landed
at Londonery, England
about May in 1942.
From there we convoyed
to North Ireland, where
we spent about eight
months, and what an
eight months.   When
they say it rains every
day, I believe them, for
out of eight months we
stayed there I don't be-
lieve it missed raining
more than 12 days.
Some time out of every
24 hours it rained a little.

Well the time came to
invade Africa.  That was

the day everyone was
wondering where we were
going. It ended up by half
of us staying in Ireland
and the other half going
on the invasion.  Part of
the boys went in at the
docks and the rest went
in at the beach.  The boys
that went in at the docks
were captured and were
prisoners of war for
about 12 hours, then the
bunch that landed at the
beach came in and re-
captured them.  Later the
rest of us landed at Oran.
That was about 200
miles from where the rest
of them landed. They
landed at Algiers, after
that we all got back to-
gether. Boy, were we glad
to see the rest of them!
Of course we then went
to Pachon and from there
to Fondock, where we
had an awful battle.  Of
course, we won with the
help of the British Sixth
Armored.

Then we pushed on to
hill 609.  Maybe you read
about it in the paper.
Well, we had a terrific
battle that was the down-
fall of Africa. Well, we
were lucky. We didn't
have any part in the
Sicily campaign at all.
We stayed in Africa and
took more training.

Then the invasion of
Italy. We didn't invade,
but we came in right after
it. Spent about three
days on the beach un-
loading the 3rd Battalion,
took Vittore just below
Cassino.  From there the
regiment went on to take
Mt. Trochio, and in early
February crossed the
Rapidan River to begin
the battle of Cassino.  We
took part in some of the
heaviest fighting at
Cassino, both in the town
and Rapidan Valley and
on the heights behind the
town.

After a short rest we
then went to the Anzio
Beachhead and there
played an important part
in the breakout in May.
Then we headed up
Route 7 toward Rome,
with the 1st Armored Di-

vision.  One of the best
armored divisions over-
seas.  The 1st Armored is
from Fort Knox, Ky.

Rome fell and we went
on about 60 miles past
Rome. Then we were
pulled off and went over
along the coast on Route
1. We then pushed on up
Route 1 to Rosignano
where the Germans dug
in and put up a hell of a
fight. The whole regiment
lost about 100 men be-
fore the Nazis were forced
back.

Then came the tough
scrap at Lanuvia, in
other words, Leghor,
where the 3rd Battalion
alone piled up more than
300 Germans.  We went
on past Leghorn to the
Arno River, where we got
relieved.  We came back
for a rest and then over
to the center of Italy
around Florence where
we started fighting again.
We fought our way up to
the Gothi Line and now
we have it broken. Well
that takes us up to date
and that is about as
much as I can tell you.

Well, I guess everyone
around Mexico and Dy-
cusburg are the same.  I
had better close for now.
It is almost one o'clock
and I am getting where I
can't think any more.
Bye now, Your Bud,
Larnie. (Pfc. Larnie Grif-
fith).  Larnie Griffith died
July 25, 2000 in Orlanda
Florida.

–––
(Brenda Underdown is

chair of Crittenden
County Historical Society
and a member of Critten-
den County Genealogical
Society. Much more local
history can be found at
OurForgottenPassages.bl
ogspot.com).

Soldier letter draws importance to Nov. 11
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- Sales Associate  -  
Broker -  

 
-  

SHERIDAN...2 BR, 2 BA brick 
ranch home. Kitchen comes w/all 
appliances, lots of cabinet space, 
washer/dryer included, extra stor-
age room for freezer, nice back 
deck.   PRICE REDUCED $74,900 
RANCH HOME...4 BR, 2 BA home 
located in Marion on 9/10ths of 
acre.  Master BR is situated on one 
end & balance of bedrooms on the 
other w/living room & eat-in kitchen 
centrally located.  Patio opens to 
back yard to enjoy the kids playing 
or for your favorite pet to roam.  yf 
FORDS FERRY RD...3 BR, 2 BA 
brick home on corner lot in Mari-
on.  Central heat & air, city utilities, 
large kitchen with dining area.  Gh 
TOWN AND COUNTRY...3 BR, 1 
and half bath brick ranch 
home.  Close to parks and town. 
Fenced in back yard, shed,  Nice 

home.  Call to make your appoint-
ment.  Won't last long.  Kc  PRICE 
REDUCED  $86,500 

171 +/- ACRES...Income produc-
ing farm per owners.  Approx. 91 
acres tillable, 4000 feet of road 
frontage, rolling & creek bottom 
fields along Crooked Creek. County 
Water & Electric available, Wooded 
areas separate the fields. gf 

HOUSE & 30 ACRES...3 BR, 2 BA 
ranch home. Features open kitchen, 
living/dining, laundry room, mud 
room, 2 car garage with outbuild-
ings. $249,900  hf 

169 ACRES...approx. 42 acres 
open with balance in woods. 
$370,000  hf 
199 ACRES...w/ 3 BR, 2 BA home 
close to the Ohio.  Open Kitchen, 
DR, LR, Master BR w/Bath. Laundry 
Room & Mud Room,  detached 
garage & out buildings. $585,000hf 

MARION / CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

 
- -  

Check our website for more info 
and our  

 

We have buyers looking for Resi-
dential & farms of all sizes.  If you 
have property that you no longer 
need or would like to sell, contact 
us.  We have buyers looking for 
property in Crittenden, Livingston, 
Caldwell and Lyon Counties. 

ACREAGE 

SALEM / LIVINGSTON 
COUNTY 

ACREAGE 

UPCOMING AUCTIONS 
SAT. DECEMBER 1, 9 A.M. APARTMENTS & 6.18 AC./ 5 LOTS / TRACTOR / TRUCK / 

FARM EQUIP. / TOOLS / PERSONAL PROPERTY. 



Ordway
Mary Evelyn Ordway,

95, of Marion died Fri-
day, Nov. 2, 2018 at Liv-
ingston Hospital. She
was a member of Marion
Cumberland Presbyte-
rian Church.
Survivors include her

brother, Carl Ordway of
Marion and several
nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
Virgil and Iva Ordway;
three brothers; and a sis-
ter.
Services were Monday,

Nov. 5, 2018 at Gilbert
Funeral Home in Marion.
Burial was at Mapleview
Cemetery.  

Orr
Donna C. Orr, 71, of

Marion died Sunday,
Oct. 28, 2018 at Vander-
bilt Hospital in Nashville.
Surviving are her hus-

band, Gerald Orr of Mar-
ion; a daughter, Melia
Cappello of Marion; and
a grandchild, Lilly Cap-
pello of Marion.
She was preceded in

death by her parents,
Paul Reilly and Ena Ford
Arflack; and her stepfa-
ther, Fred Arflack.
Services were Thurs-

day, Nov. 1 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion.

Ramage
Ricky Lee Ramage, 56,

of Paducah died Satur-
day, Nov. 3, 2018 at the
Ray and Kay Eckstein
Hospice Care Center in
Paducah.
He loved to ride motor-

cycles, hunt and fish.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Kayse Stice of Padu-
cah; a sister, Jill (Gary)
Haney of Salem; two
grandchildren, Jade and
Frank Stice; and a niece,
Donetta (Anthony)
Dawdy.
He was preceded in

death by his parents,
Donnie and Joan Cham-
pion Ramage.
Services will be at noon

Friday, Nov. 9 in the
chapel of Boyd Funeral
Directors and Cremation
Services. Friends may
call starting at 11 a.m.,
prior to the funeral on
Friday  in the chapel of
Boyd Funeral Directors
and Cremation Services.

Fletcher
Patricia “Pat” (Mahol-

land) Fletcher, 71, died
Saturday, Nov. 3, 2018
at St. Thomas Hospital in
Nashville following a brief
illness.
Fletcher was a long-

standing member of Mar-
ion Baptist Church and
retired from Livingston
Hospital. 
Surviving are her hus-

band, Ronald “Ron”
Fletcher of Marion; her
daughter, Shannon
(Devine) Tomlinson; a
son-in-law, Robert Tom-
linson Jr.; grandchildren,
William Tandy Tomlinson
and Alexandra Scott
Tomlinson, all of Inde-
pendence, Ky.; step-sons
Chris Fletcher of Murray
and Jeff Fletcher of Mar-
ion; a step-grandson
Jackie Fletcher and his
wife Paige; and children
Madelyn and Joseph
Fletcher of Ft. Hood,
Texas and Jersey Rush-
ing of Providence.

She was preceded in
death by her grandpar-
ents, Homer Maholland
Sr. and Cassie (Miller)
Maholland, and Sadie
(Allen) Scott Harrell and
Bernice Scott; and her
parents, Homer Mahol-
land Jr. and Dorothy
“Maxine” (Scott) Mahol-
land, all of Clarksville,
Tenn. 
Services will be con-

ducted by Gilbert Fu-
neral Home in Marion,
with visitation 5-8 p.m.,
Nov. 7 and funeral serv-
ices at 11 a.m., Nov. 8.
Burial and a brief grave-
side service will be per-
formed at Hurricane
Church Cemetery in
Tolu. A reception will fol-
low at Marion Baptist
Church.

Grant
Doris Grant, 77, of

Princeton died Friday,
Nov. 2, 2018 at Princeton
Health & Rehab Center.
She was a homemaker
and a member of Donald-
son Missionary Baptist
Church.
Survivors include a sis-

ter-in-law, Linda Grant
of Princeton; and several
cousins.

She was preceded in
death by her husband,
Gerald Grant and her
mother, Imogene Tinsley.
Graveside services

were Tuesday, Nov. 6 at
Lance Nichols Cemetery
with Rev. Lester Watson
officiating, assisted by
Rev. Wayne Glass. Mor-
gan's Funeral Home was
in charge of arrange-
ments.

For Online Condolences
myersfuneralhomeonline.com
boydfuneraldirectors.com
gilbertfunerals.com
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STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County

Chamber of Commerce
held its monthly meeting
last week at the Marion
Tourism Center.
The upcoming Marion

Christmas Parade was
among the items dis-
cussed. The parade will
begin at 5 p.m., on Sat-
urday, Dec. 1 and will
move along the tradi-
tional route on Main
Street in downtown.
A variety of entries are

expected with floats and
much more. Entry forms
are available at Partners
Insurance at 221 East
Bellville Street in Marion,
or by calling (270) 965-
2239. Partners Insur-
ance is the parade
sponsor and organizer.
Radio morning show host
Taylor Davis of WMJL

will be the master of cer-
emonies at the gazebo.
The Chamber will also

host its second annual
Shop Small Town on Sat-
urday, Nov. 24. The pro-
gram will begin at 10
a.m., with goodie bags
filled with gifts and
coupons and more avail-
able at the Marion
Tourism and Welcome
Center. These bags will
have materials aimed at
promoting Marion busi-
nesses. To have your
business included, con-
tact Chamber Executive
Director Susan Alexan-
der at (270) 965-5015.
Additionally, Chamber

directors are busy plan-
ning a Community Lead-
ership Breakfast set for
Friday, Jan. 25 at the
Marion-Ed Tech Center.
The event will begin at 7

a.m. Marion native
Jonathan Burden will be
the featured speaker.
Burden is founder of So-
cial Coaster, a social
media platform. He now
resides in Nashville. Bur-
den and a business col-
league will discuss a
variety of social media
subjects, including eti-
quette and how to navi-
gate through and use
social media to your ben-
efit.
And lastly, the Cham-

ber is already making
plans for its second an-
nual Downtown Murder
Mystery. Last year’s
event was a huge success
and this one is shaping
up just as well, said
Chamber President
Randa Berry. The date
for this event is tenta-
tively set for April 13.

Rocket Tire and Pit Stop Oil and Lube, two relatively new businesses in the former
Shopko building, were recognized last week as the November Business of the
Month. The Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce presents the regular award.
Pictured at the shop on Sturgis Road are (from left) Chamber Director Michael Par-
shall, Chamber Director Elliot West, shop manager Paul Belt, Chamber Director Na-
talie Parish, shop owners Kent and Phylis Martin, Chamber President Randa Berry,
Chamber Director Dee Heimgartner and Chamber Executive Director Susan Alexan-
der. The businesses employ five people and they offer a variety of services, includ-
ing but not limited to new tires, oil changes, light mechanic work and alignments.
Rocket Tire and Pit Stop opened in June and the owner says there will be expansion
of other business ventures at the site, perhaps as early as Jan. 1.

Creekside Baptists
hosting Revival
Creekside Baptist

Church will hold revival
Nov. 14-16, starting at 7
p.m., each night. Every-
one is invited. Bro.
Charles Merritt will be
the evangelist. 

General Baptist
Revival this week
West Kentucky Associ-

ation of General Baptists
will host its annual re-
vival Nov. 9-11. Revival
begins at 7 p.m., Nov. 9
and Nov. 10 and at 6

p.m., Nov. 11. Evangel-
ists are Rev. Keith Wilcox
Nov. 9, Rev. David Perry-
man Nov. 10 and Rev.
Charlie Merritt Nov. 11.
Services are held at the
associational tabernacle,
located at 134 Ky. 1668
in Marion.

Christmas Parade, Shop Small Town
among Chamber’s coming events

 – Area Church Notes –



Crittenden County
students and members of
the community will hear
from a 2000 graduate
during his address at the
annual Veterans Day
service Monday.

In what
has be-
come a tra-
dition for
Crittenden
C o u n t y
S c h o o l s ,
the annual
V e t e r an s
Day pro-
gram will
take place
at 9 a.m., at Rocket
Arena.

Guest speaker will be
Mjr. Brandon Carlson.
Carlson graduated from
CCHS in 2000 and was
then appointed by Con-
gressman Ed Whitfield to
the United States Military
Academy at West Point,
where he graduated in
2004. Upon graduation,
Carlson had multiple de-
ployments, serving in
Iraq, Jordan and
Afghanistan. Addition-
ally, he worked for the
State Department as a
military liaison to the
Hashemite Kingdom in
Jordan. 

During his military ca-
reer, he received numer-
ous awards and
decorations, including
the Meritorious Service
Medal, the Global War on

Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, the Iraqi Service
Medal with Three Cam-
paign Stars, and his
parachutist badge. 

Carlson retired in
2015, and he currently
works for the Kentucky
Cabinet of Health and
Family Services. 

Veterans and their
families will be recog-
nized during the program
and with a reception at
its conclusion. 
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November library
events released

Following are a list of
events scheduled at the
Crittenden County Public
Library:

– Each Tuesday, Lego
Club 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.,
kindergarten through 4th
grade students join Kath-
leen in the library meeting
room for Lego free-build-
ing.

– Each Thursday in No-
vember, Tech Help with
Carol 10:00 a.m.-noon.
Need help figuring out
how to use your computer
or downloading eBooks
and digital audiobooks?
Get help from Carol Harri-
son in the meeting room.
(There will be no Tech
Help on Nov. 22.)

– Each Friday in No-
vember, Story Hour with
Kathleen 10 a.m., for pre-
school-age children. Lis-
ten to stories and do fun
activities.

Nov. 1-30, Nanowrimo
at CCPL. Pick up your Get
Started Kit at the circula-
tion desk and the sched-
ule of events. Any
questions? Call (270) 965-
3354.

Nov. 1-Dec. 31, Drop
Your Drawers at CCPL!
Help Captain Underpants
and CCPL collect 100
pairs of underwear this
holiday season. Donate
new underwear for boys
and girls sizes 4-16 in the
months of November and
December. All underwear
collected will be donated
to the Crittenden County
School Resource Center.

Nov. 14, Special meet-
ing of the Library Trustees
5 p.m.

Nov. 15, Friends of the
Library Meeting 6 p.m.
Join the Friends as they
plan fundraising activities.
The Friends are always
looking for help and would
love you to join them! An-
nual dues are just $5 for
individuals, $10 for fami-
lies and $1 for students.

Calendar
– The annual Slum

Supper hosted by Burna
American Legion is Friday
will also feature an official
flag retirement service.
The public is welcome to
bring worn and tattered
American flags for proper
disposal.  The service will
begin around 3 p.m., fol-
lowed by the Slum Supper
at 6 p.m. There is no
charge for this event. 

– Nov. 11 is the 60th
anniversary of the
Thanksgiving dinner at
Post 217 in Burna. Serv-
ing begins at 11:30 a.m.,
and continues until 1:30
p.m. 

Extension
– Challengers will

meet at noon, Nov. 14 at
Noon at the Extension
Annex.

– Sue Parrent will pres-
ent a Nutrition Education
Class at 10:30 a.m., Nov.
15 and Nov. 29 at 10:30
a.m., at the Crittenden
County Senior Citizens
Center.

– Diabetes Support
Group will meet at 10
a.m., Nov. 16 at the Exten-
sion Office .  The speaker
will be Kelly Dawes, a cer-
tified Diabetes Educator
with the Pennyrile District
Health Department. All are
welcome to attend.  

– After Hours will meet
at 5 p.m., Nov. 20 at the
Extension Office.

The Press Online
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STAFF REPORT
Bueno in Spanish

means good, but Sheeza
Bueno Hobby was much
better than that in her
second trip to a world
event this season.

At 14, Addy Kirby was
among the youngest
competitors, but she and
her seven-year-old
Quarter Horse Bueno
performed among the
best during the National
Barrel Horse Association
(NBHA) World Finals Oct.
30-Nov. 3 in Perry, Ga.

Kirby and Bueno
missed qualifying in the
final rounds in the youth
world NBHA in July, so
when the opportunity
arose for her to compete
in the open division (for
youth and adults of all
ages), her dad offered to
take her for one reason.  

“Our only expectation
about going down there
was to have fun,” Robert
Kirby said. “That horse
didn’t make finals in
Youth World and we
knew it could.”

Their performance
exceeded his expectation,
as Kirby advanced to the
finals with both of her
horses, Bueno and Bella. 

Kirby and Bueno ran
personal bests in the
qualifying round and
again in the finals, where
she finished 39th in a
finals field of 242 horses. 

“There are horses
there that run 14.8, 14.7
and 14.5 seconds, and
Bueno got 15.309 in the
finals,” Robert said.

“There were 737 horses
at the event, and she had
her fastest time ever in
the go-round then blew it
out of the water in
finals.”

Other local barrel
racers Macie and Haylie
Hunt, Karsyn and
Presley Potter and
Caitlyn Lynch qualified
for the world NBHA event
but did not participate.

“We went to this show
to give her more
confidence and try to
improve in that kind of
environment, in a big
show setting, because we
knew she and the horse
could run a faster time. It
goes to show if you
condition yourself and
your horse, it pays off.
She improved her time

almost four-tenths of a
second from the first
opening round to finals.

“It was a win for us.
She didn’t win a division,
but to go down there and
be sitting in the top 25
horses for most of the
finals, we accomplished
everything we went down
to accomplish, and look
forward to next year to go
down there with even
more confidence.”

Kirby has been trained
by Lori Clarke in
Livingston County since
she was nine years old.
After a sluggish run by
Kirby’s older horse Bella,
Robert sent a video to
Clarke, who provided
some distance coaching
during the NBHA event.

Senior Center
Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center is open week-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is
served at 11:30 a.m. each
day and is $3 for those 60 and
older or $5 for those under 60.
Reservations are requested
by 9 a.m. Upcoming activities
and menu include:

– Thursday (today): Menu
is chicken alfredo, buttered
spinach, garlic breadstick,
Mandarin oranges and mar-
garine.

– Friday: Menu is meat-
loaf, mashed potatoes, green
beans, wheat roll and banana
pudding. Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m.

– Monday: The center will
be closed in observance of
Veterans Day.

– Tuesday: Menu is baked
potato soup, chicken drum-
stick, seasoned peas, corn-
bread and pear crisp.

– Nov. 14: Menu is beef
lasagna, buttered broccoli,
garlic breadstick and Jell-O
fruit salad. Bingo begins at
10:30 a.m.

All menu items are subject
to change based on availabil-
ity. PACS provides milk, cof-
fee, tea or water each day.
Aging Coordinator Jenny
Sosh is director of the center.  

The center is a service of
Pennyrile Allied Community
Services.  

Every day, the center at
210 N. Walker St. in Marion
offers billiards, card games,
Wii games and the use of ex-
ercise equipment. Call (270)
965-5229 for more informa-
tion.

2nd place Cheer Squad
Crittenden County cheerleaders earned second place Saturday in the medium size
school division of the Region 2 cheer competition at Union County High School. Crit-
tenden advances to state competition Dec. 8 in Lexington. 

Crittenden County High School freshman Addy Kirby
displays belt buckles won for advancing to the finals in
the National Barrel Horse Association World Finals in
Georgia.

8A

World
finalist
Kirby, Bueno among

barrels’ best

Mjr. Carlson
guest speaker at
school event

Carlson



STAFF REPORT
Competitive swimming has

been a popular summertime
activity for literally hundreds
of Crittenden County young-
sters over the past 30 years or
so, but now it will be a certified
sport at the high school – al-
beit on an abbreviated level.

Crittenden County Board of
Education has approved a
plan to create a Kentucky High
School Athletic Association
qualified swimming program
that for the time being will
serve one student who aspires
to swim at the next level.
School Superintendent Vince
Clark said education in Crit-
tenden County is about pro-
viding opportunity for
students to excel and achieve,
and if this helps Shelby
Cooper follow her dream then
it’s a good plan.

Cooper is a junior at Crit-
tenden County High School.

“I have
been part of
the swim
team for
many years
and was
even a coach
last year. I’ve
been swim-
ming since I
was three,
and since
then I kind of outgrew our
community team and went on
to swim in Madisonville,”
Cooper said. “I’ve gotten better
with Coach (Kent) Wade, and
swimming with them has
opened a lot of doors for me.”

Cooper will practice and at-
tend meets alongside the
Madisonville squad, but will
compete as a Crittenden
County student-athlete. It may
appear to be a unique collabo-
ration, by Supt. Clark says

such arrangements are quite
common across the state. 

For Cooper’s swim results
to be official at high school
meets, she must be associated
with a team. This makes that
possible and now college re-
cruiters can take a look.

“Coach Wade has put me in
contact with a lot of college
coaches, like Asbury and
Campbellsville. When I went to
visit them a few weeks ago,
their coach told me that she
was unsure if she should re-
cruit me because I had no
posted times,” Cooper ex-
plained. 

That was part of the impe-
tus for beginning this process,
the school district said.

“Being (an official) Critten-
den County swimmer would
give me the opportunity to
present colleges with times
and they’ll be able to compare

me with other swimmers,”
Cooper added.

Patti Merrill, who coaches
the local Marion Stingrays
swim team, says there are a
number of talented swimmers
in this community and thinks
it’s a great opportunity. She
does believe, however, that
swimmers here are at a con-
siderable disadvantage be-
cause they have to travel,
usually an hour or more, to
swim indoors. The youth swim
team competes at The Heritage
Country Club pool in the sum-
mer, but Merrill said swim-
mers who hope to compete at
the collegiate, or even high
school level, must adhere to a
rigorous training regiment, in-
cluding two-a-day practices.

“The amount of time in the
water is just incredible for
competitive swimmers,” she
said.
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FOOTBALL
Playoffs at a Glance
Class A Playoffs
Region One
Crittenden County 63, Caverna 0
Bethlehem 21, Fulton County 2
Russellville 35, Fort Knox 13
Campbellsville, bye

Region Two
Frankfort, bye
Ludlow 45, Holy Cross 34
Ky. Country Day 36, Bellevue 0
Beechwood, bye

Region Three
Paris, bye
Raceland 53, Bishop Brossart 13
Nicholas County 62, Fairview 0
Paintsville 39, Bracken County 6

Region Four
Williamsburg, bye
Hazard 51, Harlan 34
Lynn Camp 43, Phelps 20
Pikeville 49, Pineville 16

This week’s games
Class A Playoffs
Bethlehem (4-7) at Crittenden (10-1)
Russellville (5-6) at Campbellsville (9-1)
Ludlow (8-3) at Frankfort (7-3)
Ky Country Day (6-5) at Beechwood (8-2)
Raceland (9-2) at Paris (5-5)
Nicholas Co. (8-3) at Paintsville (9-2)
Hazard (7-3) at Williamsburg (8-2)
Lynn Camp (10-1) at Pikeville (8-2)
Other games of interest
McLean County (8-3) at Mayfield (11-0)
Murray (7-4) at O’boro Catholic (8-3)
LaRue Co. (6-5) at Caldwell Co. (8-3)
Tilghman (9-2) at Elizabethtown (7-4)
Hopkinsville (5-6) at Madisonville (9-2)
Logan Co (10-1) at Frank-Simpson (10-1)
Henderson County (7-4) at Trinity (5-6)
Ballard (7-4) at McCracken Co. (8-3)

Gobin’s MS stats
Crittenden County Middle
School football player Case
Gobin’s individual statistics were
inadvertently left out of the
team’s season-ending totals pub-
lished in last week’s newspaper.
The eighth-grade lineman was
one of the top tacklers on the
team. For the season, he had
two solo tackles, 39 assists, five
tackles for loss and three sacks.

OUTDOORS
Hunting Seasons
Squirrel             Aug. 18 - Nov. 9
Deer Archery  Sept. 1 - Jan. 21
Turkey Archery   Sept. 1 - Jan. 21
Crow                     Sept. 1 - Nov. 7
Raccoon Hunt  Oct. 1 - Feb. 28
Deer Crossbow Nov. 10 - Dec. 31
Deer Rifle               Nov. 10 - 25
Squirrel           Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Raccoon Trap    Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trap       Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunt/Trap   Nov. 12 - Feb. 28
Dove                 Nov. 22 - Dec. 2
Duck                         Nov. 22-25
Canada Goose  Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
Snow Goose      Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
White Front Goose   Nov. 22 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Hunt      Nov. 24 - Feb. 28
Duck                 Dec. 3 - Jan. 27
Deer Muzzleloader     Dec. 8-16
Dove              Dec. 22 - Jan. 13
Deer Youth Free       Dec. 29-30
Raccoon Youth    Dec. 29 - Jan. 4
Fox Youth            Dec. 29 - Jan. 4
Crow                    Jan. 4 - Feb. 28 
Goose Conservation  Feb. 16 - March 31
Coyote                    Year Round
Groundhog              Year Round

Rifle season starts
Rifle deer season begins Satur-
day and runs for 16 straight days
through Nov. 25, giving hunters
great opportunities to bag white-
tails through the Thanksgiving
holiday weekend.

Wildlife seminar
Crittenden County Extension
Service will host a Wildlife Habi-
tat Management for Agriculture
Land seminar at 7 p.m., Thurs-
day, Nov. 15 at the gun club on
Ky. 91 North. The course will be
led by Michael Anthony Foster,
who is an extension agent in
Georgia and has hunting prop-
erty in Crittenden County. This is
a free program. For more infor-
mation, call (270) 965-5236.
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STAFF REPORT
Still not 100 percent re-

covered from a viral infec-
tion that hobbled Lady
Rocket cross country
standout Kate Keller’s bid
at a regional championship
last week, she finished in
the upper 25 percent of
243 runners in the KHSAA
state finals on Saturday at
the Kentucky Horse Park
in Lexington.

In addition to being
under the weather, the
Crittenden County sopho-
more had to deal with rem-
nants of Mother Nature,
too. Heavy rains had
flooded part of the race
course and the start and
finish had to be rerouted.
What was left of the 3.1-

mile run was less than
solid footing, Keller said.

She finished 53rd with a
time of 22:08.38, well shy
of her personal best this
year of 20:54 and eight
seconds slower than she
ran a year ago in the state
meet during a 44th-place
performance.

She was ranked No. 1 in
Class A girls heading into
the regional meet, but fell
ill and struggled just to fin-
ish. Keller was the No. 5
ranked sophomore in the
state and No. 24 among all
Class A females heading
into the postseason.

Livingston Central’s
Carson Kitchens finished
49th at 18:15.32.

Keller 53rd on muddy course

Keller

Keller

STATE CROSS COUNTRY

STAFF REPORT 
Crittenden County’s football team will

play Bardstown Bethlehem on Friday
night in the Class A First Region semifinal
round. A victory would propel the Rockets
into the regional championship – the Elite
Eight in the state – for the eighth time in
school history. 

Twice the Rockets have won a regional
championship – in 1985 en route to the
Class A state title and again in 2008 when
they eventually lost at Beechwood in the
state semifinals. In 2008, Crittenden
pulled off the unthinkable, beating May-
field twice that year, including once in the
regional title game.

It took only one hour and 37 minutes
for the Rockets to dispatch Caverna 63-0
last Friday in the opening round of the
Class A playoffs. Coincidentally, Caverna
was the team Crittenden shutout in the
regional championship in 1985.

This time, Crittenden County rolled up
the necessary 35-point cushion early in
the first half to force a running clock – a
mercy rule designed to end lopsided
games as quickly as possible. Even with
the clutch in the rest of the way, the
steamrolling Rockets piled on more points
until the final period when the reserves
simply took a knee on the final two pos-
sessions. And, after the last two touch-
downs, Crittenden County didn’t even
make attempts on the point-after oppor-
tunities. 

As expected, it was a commanding vic-
tory for the No. 6 ranked Rockets against
a squad that hadn’t won a game on the
field all year – actually since 2015. Cav-
erna’s season ends with a 1-10 mark on
paper, its only victory coming via forfeit.
After KHSAA’s realignment takes effect
next season, the Colonels will join Critten-
den, Fulton County and Russellville in the
Class A First District. 

While the Rocket defense was stifling,
senior quarterback Hunter Boone was
near perfect, leading his team to the trou-
ble-free win. Boone completed 7-of-8
passes, including two touchdowns to
classmate Payton Riley. Boone also

rushed for a 43-yard touchdown. His
backup, junior Hunter Jones followed up
with a touchdown strike to senior Branen
Lamey, and senior Devon Nesbitt – com-
monly known as Mr. Six because he holds
the school records for touchdowns –
rushed for two scores.

Senior linebacker Gavin Dickerson led
the defense with two tackles for loss and
sophomore Lathen Easley had a sack as
Crittenden forced Caverna into six
turnovers. Easley recovered two fumbles
while senior Travis Kinnis collected a
fumble recovery and so did junior Alex
Marshall. Lamey and sophomore Braxton
Winders each had interceptions. 

While Crittenden piled up 303 yards on
offense, most of it in the first half, Cav-
erna struggled to mount a serious threat
at any point in the game. The Colonels
finished with minus-11 yards rushing
and had just one first down.

The victory will pit the Rockets next
week against Bardstown Bethlehem, a
unit Crittenden has played in each of the
last three postseasons. CCHS is 1-2 in
those encounters, beating the Eagles 41-
20 in the same playoff round a year ago. 

Bethlehem (4-7) beat Fulton County
21-2 in last week’s first round of the post-
season. In the only other First Region
playoff game last week, Russellville beat
Fort Knox 35-14 and will travel to fifth-
ranked Campbellsville for a regional semi-
final this week. Campbellsville was idle
last week, getting a bye because Fulton
City opted out of the playoffs.

SCORE BY QUARTERS
Caverna                0             0            0          0
Crittenden Co.      37           14           6          6

SCORING PLAYS
C-Devon Nesbitt 34 run (Ethan Dossett run) 8:32, 1st
C-Hunter Boone 43 run (Dossett run) 7:52, 1st
C-Payton Riley 11 pass from Boone (Parker Johnson
kick) 5:44, 1st
C-Nesbitt 18 run (Johnson kick) 5:07, 1st
C-Riley 16 pass from Boone (Johnson kick) 2:47, 1st
C-Branen Lamey 13 pass from Hunter Jones (Johnson
kick) 7:33, 2nd
C-Dossett 10 run (Noah Perkins kick) 2:38, 2nd
C-Travis Guess 1  run (no try) 6:05, 3rd
C-Maddox Carlson 3 run (no try) 10:05, 4th
TEAM TOTALS
First Downs: Crittenden 6, Caverna 1
Penalties: Crittenden 3-15, Caverna 7-43
Rushing: Crittenden 14-197, Caverna 7-(-11)
Passing: Crittenden 8-9-0, 106 yds., Caverna 7-25-2,
64 yds.
Total Yards: Crittenden 303, Caverna 53
Fumbles/Lost: Crittenden 1-0, Caverna 4-4
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Rushing
Crittenden: Guess 5-77, Nesbitt 2-52, Lamey 1-7, Carl-
son 3-8, Dossett 1-10, Keifer Marshall 1-0, H.Boone 1-
43. Caverna: Tony Spears 1-13, Zyier Yates 1-2,
Conyer Martin 1-(-10), Drew Rhodes 4-(-16).
Passing
Crittenden: H.Boone 7-8-0, 93 yds., Jones 1-1-0, 13
yds. Caverna: Rhodes 5-19-2, 50 yds., Spears 2-5-0,
14 yds., Yates 0-1-0.
Receiving
Crittenden: Riley 3-33, Dossett 2-25, Nesbitt 1-1,
Mitchell Joyce 1-34, Lamey 1-13. Caverna: Yates 3-44,
Spears 1-4, Mark Webb 1-2, Rhodes 1-7.
Defense
Dickerson solo, assist, sack; Joyce 2 solos; Kinnis fum-
ble recovery; Lamey interception; Langston assist;
O’Leary 2 solos, 2 assist, TFL, 2 caused fumbles; Riley
3 assists; Gobin assist; Jones solo, assist, TFL; A.Mar-
shall fumble recovery; Phillips assist; Easley 4 solos,
sack, 2 fumble recoveries; McCalister 5 solos, assist;
Tabor solo; Winders solo, assist; Bailey solo; Carlson
assist; Crider assist; K.Marshall solo; Mundy solo;
Stone solo.
Players of the Game
Defense Lathen Easley, Offense Hunter Boone, Line-
man Brock Langston, Special Teams Caden McCalis-
ter.
Records: Crittenden 10-1, Caverna 1-10

Kickoff 6:30pm Friday night
In order to accommo-
date travel for the op-
posing team,
Crittenden’s regional
semifinal football
game will start 30 minutes earlier than nor-
mal this week. Kickoff is at 6:30 p.m., Friday
at Rocket Stadium. Join us for The Press’s
live streaming Facebook Sideline Pregame
Show at 6:10 p.m.
___________________________________

School certifies swim team plan for Cooper

Rockets one win from 8th regional berth

PHOTOS BY MEREDITH EVANS
Rocket receiver Payton Riley (11) celebrates, at
left, one of his two touchdown receptions from
quarterback Hunter Boone (pictured above).
Boone was on point with his passing game as
Crittenden dispatched Caverna quite easily.

Crittenden County 63, Caverna 0
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GIRLS RESULTS
Livingston 34, Crittenden 17

7th Grade Girls: CCMS scoring: Riley Smith 8, Elliot Evans
6, Elle McDaniel 2, Carly Porter 1. LCMS leading scorers:
Maggie Downey 5, Victoria Joiner 15, Emersyn Ramage 6.

Crittenden 37, Livingston 15
8th Grade Girls: CCMS scoring: Macie Hunt 10, Natalie
Boone 2, Addie Hatfield 2, Taylor Guess 19, Riley Smith 4. 

BOYS RESULTS
Lyon 45, Crittenden 37

7th Boys: Travis Champion 14, Jaxon Hatfield 9, Micah
Newcom 4, Levi Piper 4, Casey Cates 1.

Lyon 53, Crittenden 34
8th Boys: Preston Morgeson 19, Seth Guess 3, Kaleb Nes-
bitt 5, Zach Counts 2, Case Gobin 2, Travis Champion 2,
Jaxon Hatfield 1.

– MIDDLE SCHOOL BASKETBALL –

Undisputed
Champion

Back-to-back
perfect seasons
for 3-4 graders
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County’s football future
can’t get here fast enough for fans of
the third- and fourth-grade Rockets.
For now, however, they’re finding plenty
to celebrate as the Junior Pro team on
Sunday completed back-to-back unde-
feated seasons, winning a second
straight post-season jamboree title at
Cadiz. It was the first time since Crit-
tenden has participated in the Western
Kentucky Junior Pro League that it has
won back-to-back titles in that division.

The young Rockets were hardly
tested in the playoffs last weekend,
winning 31-6 over Trigg County in Sun-
day’s championship game and beating
Caldwell County White 40-7 in Satur-
day’s semifinal.

In the championship game, quarter-
back Avery Thompson scored four
touchdowns and rushed for almost 300
yards. Running back Isaac James
scored one. The defense was incredible,
too, allowing hardly any yards until the
game’s outcome was clearly not in
question.

Thompson scored three times in the
semifinal victory and James twice.
Thompson also passed for one TD with
Brennen Clifford getting the catch.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Championship Game
Rushing: James 11-61, Thompson 12-295,
Eli Lovell 1-3, Jett Reddick 1-22, Easton
White 3-33. Passing: Avery 1-3-0, 5 yds.
Receiving: Jaxton Duncan 1-5. Defense
Tackles: James 10, 2 TFLs, forced fumble:
Gunner Topp 7, TFL, 2 forced fumbles, fum-
bled recovery; Garner Stallins 5, 2 TFLs,
forced fumble; Brennen Clifford 4, 2 TFLs;
Thompson 4, sack, 2 TFLs.
Semifinal Round Game
Rushing: James 5-104, Thompson 6-130,

Lovell 4-22, White 4-24, Reddick 1-10.
Passing: Thompson 4-6-0, 64 yds. Receiv-
ing: Jaxton Duncan 1-7, Colt Bailey 1-45,
Clifford 2-12. Defense Tackles: Stallins 5,
3 TFLs, 2 forced fumbles; Davis Perryman
5 , 2 TFLs; James 5, forced fumble; Thomp-
son 3.
Older team is runnerup

Crittenden County lost 12-6 to
Union County in the fifth- and sixth-
grade championship game. The Rockets
fell behind early, but used a sustained
drive to use up most of the second pe-
riod, culminating in a nine-yard TD by
Tyree McLean. 

Right before the half, however, Union

County posted another touchdown on a
long run, completing the game’s scor-
ing. The Rockets battled on defense the
rest of the way, but came up short, fin-
ishing runnerup to the Braves in both
the regular season and postseason.
Union had beaten Crittenden 39-0 in
the regular-season matchup. 

The Rockets got to the title tilt by
beating Webster County 28-0. Cameron
Belcher scored twice for Crittenden and
McLean and Quinn Summers scored
one TD apiece. Kaiden Travis added
three conversion runs and McLean had
one. One of Belcher’s TDs was on a
punt return.

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS
Championship Game
Rushing: Tyree McLean 19-91, Caden
Howard 8-25, Cameron Belcher 3-15,
Quinn Summers 3-14. Passing: Summers
0-3-1; McLean 1-6-0, 6yds. Receiving:
Belcher 1-6. Leading Tacklers: Belcher 6,
McLean 5, Summers 5.
Semifinal Round Game
Rushing: McLean 7-96, Summers 2-70,
Belcher 8-48, Travis 3-11, Trae Taylor 5-17,
Colten McLean 3-7. Leading Tacklers:
Mclean 4, Caden Howard 3 (interception),
Belcher 3, Logan King fumble recovery.

Undefeated league and post-season champion third and fourth graders are (front from left) Eli Lovell, Isaac James, Logan Nolan,
Colt Bailey, Ethan Sosh, Tate Stump, Brennen Clifford, Azariah Rich, Wyatt Clarida, (middle) Levi Quartermous, Miles Asbridge,
Ethan Gonzalez, Luke McDowell, Conner Poindexter, Cameron Nesbitt, Easton White, Caden Blazina, Hunter Curnel, Caden
Penn, Cabott Sutton, (back) Caleb Combs, Jake Rich, Brody Samuel, Gunner Topp, Tucker Boudro, Avery Thompson, Jaxton
Duncan, Jett Reddick, Garner Stallins, Davis Perryman, Emmitt Ellington, (back) coaches Tanner Tabor, Brian Penn, Wes Lovell,
Jason Nesbitt, Jeremy Poindexter and Joey Rich.

Fifth and sixth graders who finished runnerup in the league and postseason are (front from left) Izak Seago, Breylon Clifford,
Hunter Phillips, Bryan Chaney, Michael Counts, Braydon Brandsasse, Carson Yates, Chaun Tramel, Hunter Duncan, Zane
McBride, Landon Curry, Kaiden Travis, Asa McCord, Tyree McLean, (middle row) Jantzen Fowler, Seth Lynn, Keegan Young,
Cameron Belcher, Mason Tramel, Dakota Sosh, Bryson Walker, Trae Taylor, Quinn Summers, Braydon Poindexter, Trinity Parrish,
Jayden Clarida, Chase Conyer, Clayton Adler, Colton McLean, Logan King, Caden Howard, (back) coaches Maeson Myers, Brock
Langston, Aaron Summers, Dustin Conner and Jeremy Poindexter.

Crittenden County’s 10-under youth soccer team took first place in the Crittenden
County Fall Finale Tournament on Saturday, Oct. 27 at Marion-Crittenden County
Park. Players are (front from left) Kasyn Drury, Callie Rich, Addie Morries, Aliaha
Morgan, Marlee Sosh, (back) Dawson Johnson, Logan Martin, Sam Eichelberger,
Maeson Martin, Allison Martin, Landon Lanham, Maddie Watson, Cameron Nesbitt.
Not pictured were coaches Jason Nesbitt and Richard Martin. The soccer tourna-
ment was hosted by the Crittenden County Youth Soccer Association.

Crittenden County’s 12u youth soccer took first place in the Crittenden County Fall
Finale Tournament on Saturday, Oct. 27 at Marion-Crittenden County Park. Players
are (front from left) Audrey McKinney, Brooklyn Burton, Becca James, Kylie Blood-
worth, Mollie Blazina, Whitley Henshaw, Bristyn Rushing, Kodi Stoner, Maddie Jones,
(back) Coach Zach Bloodworth, Ethan Thomas, Logan McDowell, Levi Suddoth, Ethan
Long, Brady Dayberry and Coach Harmony Rushing. 

According to league records, this was
Crittenden County’s first back-to-back
third- and fourth-grade championship.

Crittenden County Middle School cheerleaders are (front from left)
G’Anna Sizemore, Emilee Sizemore, Haylee Jackson, Kara Fulk-
erson, Ari Smith, (back) coach Jessica Cain, Sophia Madden,
Keira Chaney, Payton Maness, Abbey Swinford, Haylee Perrin and
Jessica Cain.

Marion Baptist Church will
be hosting its 11th annual
Buck Expo Friday night on the
eve of the opening day of the
rifle deer season.

It’s become the traditional
kickoff to fall hunting, drawing
hundreds of people for a two-
hour program that features all
sorts of family entertainment, a
faith-based message and free
meal.

This year, celebrity hunter
Spook Spann will be the fea-
tured speaker. Spann has his
own hunting show, Spook Na-

tion, that
appears on
the Hunt
C h a n n e l .
He says
w e s t e r n
Kentucky is
one of his
p r e f e r r e d
d e s t i n a -
tions. In
fact, he
owns a farm in Livingston
County.

“I have been coming to west-
ern Kentucky for 33 years,”

said the native of middle Ten-
nessee. “Last year, I got a 207-
inch buck in Christian County
and the year before that I got a
176 on the farm in Livingston.”

Spann, 57, has already
tagged his Kentucky buck with
a bow this year, but says
friends and family will be hunt-
ing in the area this weekend.

Everyone who attends the
Buck Expo will have a chance
to win prizes and you can test
your scoring skills on some
monster buck mounts. The
event starts at 7 p.m.

Spook Spann and
the legendary T-Rex
buck.

Celebrity hunter headlines Baptists’ annual Deer Expo

VOLLEYBALL 
SUPERLATIVES

(front from left) Paige Gilbert, Rocket Award and
Serving Award; Kenlee Perryman, MVP, Offensive
Award, Ace Award; Raven Valadez, Senior Award;
Brandy Book, Senior Award; (back) Riley Smith,
Freshman Defensive Award; Ellie Smith, Varsity
Most Improved and JV MVP; Emma Waters, Fresh-
man Offensive Award; Lily Gardner, JV Offensive
Award; Addy Kirby, JV MVP; Kyron Hicks Setter
Award; and Hannah Bell, JV Defensive Award and
Varsity Defensive Award.



for sale
NEW CROP PECANS, avail-
able at Jagged Edge Salon. 
(270) 965-4777. (4t-21-p)
LAMINATED WOOD LONG 
BOW. Competition grade Pro 
Hoyt Medalist. Beautiful de-
sign. $135. (270) 704-0435 
(tfc)
PECANS one-pound bag 
$8.50. Willard Guill. (270) 
965-2495 or (270) 704-3191. 
(2tp19)

real estate
Peaceful country setting, 2,400 
sq. ft. modular home, 3 BR, 2 
bath, large den, front porch, 
large back deck, attached car-
port, large unattached garage, 
located in Lola. (270) 988-
3170. (2t-19-p)

for rent
2 BR House, 6 miles from Mar-
ion on Ky. 91. References and 
deposit required. Call (270) 
965-3678. (2t-20-p)
2 BR APARTMENT, stove, re-
frigerator, washer and dryer 
hookup. $425/mo. and deposit. 
Must have good references. 
(270) 704-0561. (2t-20-p)

yard sale
BIG INDOOR SALE, Thurs., 
Fri. and Sat. at former Trac-
tor Supply Building, Hwy. 60 
West. Too much to list. 8 a.m.-? 
Not responsible for accidents. 
(1t-19-p)
Garage Sale: Saturday 7 a.m.-
?. We just remodeled and have 
lots of nice items: Furniture, 
pictures, books, knock-knacks, 
bedding, name brand clothes, 
jewelry, purses! Many misc 
items! Angel McDonald, 172 
Ky. 70, Marion. (1t-19-p)
YARD SALE every Thurs., 
Fri.,  and Sat., until Nov. 10. 
Pleasant Valley Greenhouse, 
1300 Ky. 1901, Marion (Sem-
inary Loop in Mattoon area). 
Book shelves, canning jars, 
rabbit hutch and lots more. 
New items added weekly. 
(3t-19-p)

employment
NEED SOMEONE TO do la-
dy’s ironing once a month. Call 
(270) 704-2140. (2tp20)
CRITTENDEN COUNTY De-
tention Center is hiring full-time 
deputy jailers. Applicants must 
be at least 21 and able to pass 
drug test. Job offers full bene-
fits – health insurance, retire-
ment, paid vacation and sick 
time. Visit www.Crittenden-
CountyDetention.com to down-
load an application or pick one 
up in the jail lobby weekdays 
8-4. (2t-19-c)
HELP WANTED at Marion 
Feed Mill, now taking resumes. 
CDL Driver with clean driving 
record required for local deliv-
eries. Must be able to lift more 
than 50 pounds and capable of 
working in the mill. (270) 965-
2252. (3t-20-p) 
Male needing live-in caregiver. 
CPR certified and TB tested. 
Call Brian (502) 322-6814. 
(4tp20)
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking em-
ployees.  We offer a compet-
itive salary, benefits package 
and advancement opportuni-
ties.  Full-time, part-time, and 
substitute positions available.  
MTC is an equal opportunity 
employer-Minority/Female/Dis-
abled/Veteran.  To view current 
openings and qualifications 
and to apply, please visit our 
website: www.mtcjobs.com 
“Building Tomorrow’s Futures 
Today” (4tp-22)

services
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE to sit 
with disabled or elderly. Lots 
of experience. Days, nights or 
live-ins. Call (618) 499-7680. 

(2t-19-c)ih
CONCRETE WORK: Parking 
lots, garages, steel buildings, 
walls, sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions. Call for quote 
(270) 724-4672, Joe Mat-
tingly, Concrete Construction. 
(12t-28-p) 
GET ACCESS  to online back 
issues of The Crittenden Press 
dating back to 2008 and a 
month of new issues for just 
$2.95. Visit us online at https://
goo.gl/SxZnn8 and use your 
PayPal account to subscribe. 
Call our office at (270) 965-
3191 for more details. (tfc)

wanted
FAITH-BASED hunting outfit-
ters seeking land to lease in 
Crittenden, Caldwell and Liv-
ingston counties. Insurance 
coverage for business and land-
owner. References available 
upon request. Call Matt (270) 
704-1176. (52-37-p)

notice
Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 85 
other Kentucky newspapers 
including The Paducah Sun, 
Kentucky New Era (Hopkins-

ville), The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, The 
(Providence) Journal-Enter-
prise, The Union County Advo-
cate, The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger and 
for only $250. Save time and 
money by making one call for 
all! For more information, con-
tact the classified department 
at (270) 965-3191 or email us 
at advertising@the-press.com.

legal notice
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 

COMMONWEALTH OF KEN-
TUCKY  CRITTENDEN CIR-

CUIT  COURT  CIVIL ACTION 
NO. 18-CI-00063

FARMERS BANK & TRUST 
COMPANY, MARION, KY 

PLAINTIFF
vs.

CLAUDE MORGAN MILLS, 

deceased
And unknown wives, widows, 
heirs, grantees, devisees, per-
sonal representatives, suc-
cessors and assigns; and any 
unknown owners, heirs, devi-
sees, legatees, grantees, rep-
resentatives, assigns, and all  
persons claiming any right, title 
or interest in or lien upon any of 
the lands described; and gen-
erally, all persons whom it may 
concern;
LENA SUE MILLS, deceased 
And unknown husbands, wid-
ows, heirs, grantees, devisees, 
personal  representatives, suc-
cessors and assigns; and any 
unknown owners, heirs, devi-
sees, legatees, grantees, repre-
sentatives, assigns, and all 
persons claiming any right, title 
or interest in or lien upon any of 
the lands described; and gen-
erally, all persons whom it may 
concern; and
COUNTY OF CRITTENDEN, 

KENTUCKY
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE 
By virtue of a Judgment and Or-

der of Sale rendered by the Crit-
tenden Circuit Court on the 17th 
day of September, 2018, I will 
on FRIDAY, November 9, 2018, 
at the hour of 10:00 a.m. or as 
soon thereafter as possible at 
the Courthouse door in the City 
of Marion, Crittenden County, 
Kentucky, proceed to offer for 
sale to the highest and best bid-
der the following described real 
property located in Tolu, Critten-
den County, Kentucky, to-wit:
Property Address: 331 First Av-
enue, Marion, KY 42064
Parcel Map: 011-10-02-003.00
Purchaser may pay cash or said 
property will be sold upon pay-
ment of 10% deposit, with the 
balance upon credit of 30 days, 
the purchaser shall execute a 
good and sufficient bond with 
approved surety thereon for the 
purchase price, the bond to bear 

interest at the rate of 6% per an-
num from the date thereof, until 
paid, and to have the force and 
effect of a judgment, but a lien 
shall be retained on said prop-
erty to further secure the pay-
ment of the purchase price. At 
his option, the purchaser may 
pay cash or pay the bond with 
accrued interest at any time be-
fore its maturity. Said sale to be 
made free and clear of any and 
all liens, claims, rights, title, and 
interest of any and all parties to 
this action. The purchaser will 
be prepared to promptly com-
ply with these terms or the said 
property will immediately be of-
fered again for sale. 
GIVEN under my hand this the 
8th day of October, 2018.

STEPHEN M. ARNETT, 
Special Master Commissioner 

(3t-19-c)
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Open weekdays
9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Advertising deadline
is 5 p.m., Monday

Prepaid ads of 20 words or less are $6 for one week, with 
a 10-cent charge for each word over the initial 20. Run the 
same ad for consecutive issues for only $3 each week. Now, 
all regular classified ads are placed on our Web site, www.
the-press.com, at no extra charge.
You can also reach more than one million readers with one 
call! Contact the classified department for more information 
about placing a 25-word classified in 70 newspapers for only 
$250.
It is the policy of The Crittenden Press Inc., to fully comply 
with the Fair Housing Act and to never knowingly publish 
advertisements that discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, disability or family status. If you 
believe an advertisement published in this newspaper is 
discriminatory, please contact the publisher immediately at 
(270) 965-3191.
All phone numbers listed for ads on this page are within the 
270 area code unless otherwise noted.
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On October 19, 2018, Kentucky Utilities
Company and Louisville Gas and Electric
Company filed their 2018 Joint Integrated
Resource Plan with the Public Service Com-
mission of Kentucky.  This filing includes a
load forecast and resource plans of Ken-
tucky Utilities Company and Louisville Gas
and Electric Company to meet future de-
mand with an adequate and reliable supply
of electricity at the lowest possible cost for
all customers within their service areas.

Any person interested in participating in the
review of this Integrated Resource Plan
should submit a motion to intervene in Case
No. 2018-00348 to: Gwen R. Pinson, Ex-
ecutive Director, Kentucky Public Service
Commission, 211 Sower Boulevard, Frank-
fort, Kentucky 40602-0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric Company

220 West Main Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018, Kentucky Utilities
Company and Louisville Gas and Elec-
tric Company filed their 2018 Joint Inte-
grated Resource Plan with the Public Ser-
vice Commission of Kentucky.  This filing
includes a load forecast and resource
plans of Kentucky Utilities Company and
Louisville Gas and Electric Company to
meet future demand with an adequate
and reliable supply of electricity at the low-
est possible cost for all customers within
their service areas.

Any person interested in participating in
the review of this Integrated Resource
Plan should submit a motion to intervene
in Case No. 2018-00348 to: Gwen R.
Pinson, Executive Director, Kentucky
Public Service Commission, 211 Sower
Boulevard, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-
0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric Company

220 West Main Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018, Kentucky Utili-
ties Company and Louisville Gas and
Electric Company filed their 2018 Joint
Integrated Resource Plan with the
Public Service Commission of Ken-
tucky.  This filing includes a load fore-
cast and resource plans of Kentucky
Utilities Company and Louisville Gas
and Electric Company to meet future
demand with an adequate and reliable
supply of electricity at the lowest pos-
sible cost for all customers within their
service areas.

Any person interested in participating
in the review of this Integrated Re-
source Plan should submit a motion to
intervene in Case No. 2018-00348 to:
Gwen R. Pinson, Executive Director,
Kentucky Public Service Commission,
211 Sower Boulevard, Frankfort, Ken-
tucky 40602-0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric Company

220 West Main Street
Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018, Kentucky Utili-
ties Company and Louisville Gas
and Electric Company filed their
2018 Joint Integrated Resource Plan
with the Public Service Commission
of Kentucky.  This filing includes a
load forecast and resource plans of
Kentucky Utilities Company and
Louisville Gas and Electric Company
to meet future demand with an ad-
equate and reliable supply of elec-
tricity at the lowest possible cost for
all customers within their service
areas.

Any person interested in participat-
ing in the review of this Integrated
Resource Plan should submit a mo-
tion to intervene in Case No. 2018-
00348 to: Gwen R. Pinson, Execu-
tive Director, Kentucky Public Ser-
vice Commission, 211 Sower Bou-
levard, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-
0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric

Company
220 West Main Street

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018, Ken-
tucky Utilities Company and
Louisville Gas and Electric
Company filed their 2018 Joint
Integrated Resource Plan with
the Public Service Commission
of Kentucky.  This filing in-
cludes a load forecast and re-
source plans of Kentucky Utili-
ties Company and Louisville
Gas and Electric Company to
meet future demand with an
adequate and reliable supply of
electricity at the lowest possible
cost for all customers within
their service areas.

Any person interested in par-
ticipating in the review of this
Integrated Resource Plan
should submit a motion to in-
tervene in Case No. 2018-
00348 to: Gwen R. Pinson, Ex-
ecutive Director, Kentucky
Public Service Commission,
211 Sower Boulevard, Frank-
fort, Kentucky 40602-0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric

Company
220 West Main Street

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018, Ken-
tucky Utilities Company and
Louisville Gas and Electric
Company filed their 2018
Joint Integrated Resource
Plan with the Public Service
Commission of Kentucky.
This filing includes a load
forecast and resource plans
of Kentucky Utilities Com-
pany and Louisville Gas and
Electric Company to meet
future demand with an ad-
equate and reliable supply of
electricity at the lowest pos-
sible cost for all customers
within their service areas.

Any person interested in par-
ticipating in the review of this
Integrated Resource Plan
should submit a motion to
intervene in Case No. 2018-
00348 to: Gwen R. Pinson,
Executive Director, Kentucky
Public Service Commission,
211 Sower Boulevard,
Frankfort, Kentucky 40602-
0615.

Kentucky Utilities Company
Louisville Gas and Electric

Company
220 West Main Street

Louisville, Kentucky 40202

On October 19, 2018,
Kentucky Utilities Com-
pany and Louisville Gas
and Electric Company
filed their 2018 Joint Inte-
grated Resource Plan with
the Public Service Com-
mission of Kentucky.  This
filing includes a load fore-
cast and resource plans of
Kentucky Utilities Com-
pany and Louisville Gas
and Electric Company to
meet future demand with
an adequate and reliable
supply of electricity at the
lowest possible cost for all
customers within their ser-
vice areas.

Any person interested in
participating in the review
of this Integrated Re-
source Plan should submit
a motion to intervene in
Case No. 2018-00348 to:
Gwen R. Pinson, Execu-
tive Director, Kentucky
Public Service Commis-
sion, 211 Sower Boule-
vard, Frankfort, Kentucky
40602-0615.

Kentucky Utilities
Company

Louisville Gas and
Electric Company

220 West Main Street
Louisville, Kentucky

40202

On October 19,
2018, Kentucky Utili-
ties Company and
Louisville Gas and
Electric Company
filed their 2018 Joint
Integrated Resource
Plan with the Public
Service Commission
of Kentucky.  This fil-
ing includes a load
forecast and re-
source plans of Ken-
tucky Utilities Com-
pany and Louisville
Gas and Electric
Company to meet
future demand with
an adequate and re-
liable supply of elec-
tricity at the lowest
possible cost for all
customers within
their service areas.

Any person inter-
ested in participating
in the review of this
Integrated Resource
Plan should submit a
motion to intervene
in Case No. 2018-
00348 to: Gwen R.
Pinson, Executive
Director, Kentucky
Public Service Com-
mission, 211 Sower
Boulevard, Frank-
fort, Kentucky
40602-0615.

Kentucky Utilities
Company

Louisville Gas and
Electric Company
220 West Main

Street
Louisville, Kentucky

40202



Holiday parade
seeks nominees




   
   
  




   

   

   
    
    
  
 

    

    



   

  




   
  


 
  
  
               


Ex-CCHS teacher
facing charges
  

  
  
 
   





   


 

  
    



 




  



    

  

   
    


   
   


Grain elevator
planned for 2019
 

    


   

   
   







   
    
   


   

  
   
   

  
 
   

    


  





 

    

   
  


   

   

    


Registration fees
may be incorrect
  

  



  

  
 


   

   



    








  



  

What are 
you doing 
in June?

If you invest in our new  
7 Month CD, you’ll be getting  

a great interest check!

www.efirstunitedbank.com

305 N Main St  I  Marion

270-965-1230

*Annual Percentage Yield. Minimum to open the certi	cate of deposit is $500. Rate 
effective as of 10/24/2018 and may change at bank’s discretion. See disclosure for 

additional terms that apply.  Penalty for early withdrawal. 

1.70% APY* 
7 Month CD

Ryder & Anna Beth Blackburn
Ryan & Staci Blackburn

Macelyn Givens
Coty Givens & Hillary

Hutchison

Cooper & Emmitt Ellington
Rommel & Marcie Ellington

Bentley Vick & Jennifer Belt
Kyle & Jennifer Belt








  

    
  

   
  
   

   

  
  
  
  
   
   
   
   

  

   
  
  


  
  
  
  


    


   
   


  
    

   

    
   

 

    
   






  
  
  
    
   

  





    
    
   
  

 



   





   
   

    



    
    
  
 

Blue Knights start chess
season in good fashion

NEWS BRIEFS


  
 
 
    


  
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By ALLISON EVANS
STAFF WRITER

There are hundreds of
uses for “she sheds,”
the outdoor living or

work space created for
women with a term coined
in recent years. 

In contrast to the man
cave, which conjures images
of a dark basement space
filled with hunting or sports
memorabilia, the she shed
can take on a multitude of
uses, whether for escape or
for craft. Colorful and func-
tional, the she shed often is
the female’s answer to or-
ganization or leisure.

For Carole Guess, the she
shed has one purpose – flo-
ral design.

Guess has voluntarily
made floral arrangements
for St. William Catholic
Church for six years. For all
312 of those weeks, freshly-

cut flowers – and the clip-
pings and mess associated
with floral arranging – have
overtaken her kitchen on
Saturday night or Sunday
morning. But no longer,
thanks to her new she shed.

“We are required to have
fresh flowers on the altar,”
Guess said. “In the summer-
time, I cut flowers out of my
yard and other church mem-
bers’ yards, bring them in
and with them, bring in lots
of bugs and dirt,” she said.
“In the winter, I use dried
flowers or buy potted fresh
greenery, but it’s a mess
doing in the kitchen sink, so
I think my potting shed is
going to come in handy.”

The idea for the potting
shed took root after her
daughter gave her a maga-
zine article she thought her 

By MIMI BYRNS
STAFF WRITER

It is incredible to see what
passion for the arts can do
when it comes to home

improvements. 
Shirley Curnel of Marion is

a great example of a multi-
talented, artistic person who
was looking to create her
own little space where she
can quilt, paint, make gifts
for friends and just wind
down from the every-day
stressful job duties she has as
a lead accountant for a com-
pany in Benton. Traveling 110
miles roundtrip every day is
taking a lot of her time, but
she makes sure she spends
the rest of it doing what she
loves. 

Since two years ago, when
she and her husband Larry
bought a 16x20 building, a lot
has changed with the way
the structure looks. After sev-
eral months of changing and
arranging, a "she shed" has
emerged. And it is getting to
be Shirley's favorite at the
property. She calls it her
hobby house.

The entire space is system-
atically arranged to meet the
needs of her crafty personal-
ity. She always has more
ideas in mind than time to
work on all of the projects,
but she uses any spare time
she has to be in the she shed.

"It is a stress relief for me. I
like to think of the colors and
the designs and the projects I
want to do. And this space al-
lows me to do that. That is
why I don't even have a clock
inside the shed. I don't have

to think about time," said
Curnel.

Larry helped her to get the
shed in full shape by doing
the plumbing, the electricity
and the flooring. 

The shed is anything but
simple and conventional. For
a lover of crafting, it is mini-
heaven. The structure was
simple at first, but has a mag-
nificent finish. When they got
it, it had no insulation, only
doors and windows. Now, it
has a mini-fireplace, heating,
cooling and great lighting
that is essential when it
comes to painting and quilt-
ing, Curnel's two primary
passions besides sewing.

"Larry made sure he insu-
lated the shed. It has house
insulation in it, so it keeps
me warm," she said. "He also
put a small water heater in it,

so that I have hot water.
Everything in here except
two pictures was created by
me. 

"I use pegboard for storing
ribbons and gift wrap sup-
plies and some floral supplies
as well. For Christmas, I
asked for an industrial style
TV stand that I can roll from
workspace to workspace. The
cabinets on the end store
glass, holiday items as well as
craft supplies. I have one
large primary sewing ma-
chine I use for quilting, as
well as an embroidery ma-
chine, a serger, a scan and cut
for vinyl and paper. 

"One of the first projects I
did was the window curtains.
I wanted curtains that get
blown by the wind at spring-
time."

Once you step inside, it is

impossible not to be taken
with the vivid, colorful sur-
roundings which are Curnel's
creations. On one of the
walls, she has the next
Christmas project lined up –
a quilt with Christmas motifs.
She works on it slowly but
surely, carefully choosing all
the designs and materials,
using the techniques she has
learned at the many work-
shops and classes she takes
in her spare time.

"At first, I wanted the
walls to be blue, a calming
color, but I kept going to the
lavender color at the store, so
I decided that was the right
one for me," remembers Cur-
nel. 

Equipped with sewing and
quilting machines, good
lighting, storage for materi-
als, a TV, mini-fireplace, table
where the quilts come to life, 
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Overconsumption of en-
ergy is a problem that
plagues many homeowners.
Wasting energy can hurt
homeowners’ bottom lines
and the planet. But many
homeowners aren’t aware
just how much energy their
homes are consuming and
even wasting. That’s why a
home energy audit can be so
important.

A home energy audit or
assessment investigates just
how much energy a home
consumes so homeowners
can make their homes more
energy efficient. Audits
identify where energy is
being wasted and can offer
suggestions to fix the prob-
lem.

The U.S. Department of
Energy advises that the av-
erage U.S. household con-
sumes around 90 million
btus in a year. Of the energy
used in homes, nearly 50
percent goes to heating and
cooling. Water heating, ap-
pliances, electronics, and
lighting account for the re-
maining consumption. Con-
sumers can save between 5
and 30 percent on home en-

ergy bills by getting a home
energy audit and making
the adjustments advised by
auditors.

There are two types of
energy audits: professional
and do-it-yourself. Profes-
sional auditors will go
room-to-room to assess a
home’s energy use. Typical
testing includes thermo-
graphic scans and infrared
cameras to determine air
leakage and insulation; a
blower door test, which de-
pressurizes the home and
simulates the effect of a 20
mph wind to find air leaks;
and watt meter measure-
ments to test energy usage
by various devices through-
out the house. 

Before an auditor comes
to the house, homeowners
can make a list of any prob-
lems or concerns they want
to discuss with the auditor.
The auditor also may inter-
view the homeowner to
learn about how the home
normally runs and can ana-
lyze energy bills to deter-
mine typical energy
consumption. Windows,
doors, HVAC systems, insu-
lation, fireplaces, and light-

ing fixtures all may be as-
sessed during a professional
audit.

Even though a profes-
sional audit is usually the
best way to determine
where a home is losing en-
ergy, homeowners can con-
duct their own audits to
detect and fix problems. Lo-
cating and sealing air leaks,
addressing inadequate ven-
tilation, checking that insu-
lation levels and vapor
barriers are at recom-
mended levels, and inspect-
ing HVAC systems should be
part of any DIY audit. If a
heating/cooling unit is more
than 15 years old, the DOE
suggests having it replaced
with a newer, energy-effi-
cient unit. 

An energy audit can
identify areas around a
home where improvements
can be made to reduce en-
ergy consumption and
waste. Upgrading to new
appliances, replacing light
bulbs, sealing drafts, im-
proving insulation, and ad-
dressing moisture and
water leaks can be good for
the environment and help
homeowners save money.

Considering an energy
audit? Get informed
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Home plumbing systems
are designed to handle
heavy usage. When every-
thing is working as it should,
toilets flush, showers drain
properly, and sink basins
empty of water in a snap.
But when a clog is present,
water can quickly back up.

There are various tech-
niques to clear clogged
drains. Minor clogs may be
cleared without the help of a
plumber or even any tools.
More significant blockages
will require more elbow
grease. 

The first step to clearing a
clog is to locate the problem.

Drainage issues that affect a
particular sink or toilet may
be isolated to that fixture.
Clogs that are present
throughout the house may
be indicative of a larger
problem in the plumbing
that is directing waste away
from the house and into the
sewer system. 

Sometimes a clog can be
freed by pouring boiling hot
water or a combination of
baking soda and vinegar
down the drain. If that does-
n’t help, move on to a
plunger, advise the experts
at This Old House. By creat-
ing pressure within the
pipes, a plunger can dislodge

whatever is causing the
backup. If the clog seems to
be further down the drain,
hair or grime may have be-
come trapped. An auger,
often referred to as a
“plumber’s snake,” can be
inserted into the drain to re-
move the grime and free up
the water flow. Homeown-
ers without access to an
auger can try to fish the clog
out of the drain with a wire
hanger.

If clogs cannot be allevi-
ated, drain traps may need
to be accessed. Those who
do not know their way
around pipes and wrenches
should hire a professional.

How to clear a clogged drain
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Home design and real es-
tate trends come and go, but
once in a while certain con-
cepts exhibit considerable
staying power. Staying
abreast of what’s hot and
what’s not can be a bit over-
whelming. This list breaks
down some of the trends
that have made a splash and
figure to be around for some
time.

Open concept spaces:
Watch the DIY Network or
HGTV and you’ll quickly un-
derstand that open floor
plans remain highly coveted.
Many modern, newly built
homes have a large multi-
purpose area that blurs the
borders of the kitchen, din-
ing area and family room.
These homes make it easy to
entertain and keep an eye on

youngsters.
Patterned fabrics and

upholstery: Solids will al-
ways have their place in
home decor, but patterned
furnishings are making a
name for themselves as well.
Today’s homeowners are not
afraid to experiment with
geometric and floral pat-
terns alongside neutral col-
ors to showcase their
personalities, advises the
real estate industry resource
The Lighter Side of Real Es-
tate.

Farmhouse chic: Many
people want the ambiance
of a rustic, antique farm-
house even if they live miles
away from the country. Re-
claimed wood on the walls,
exposed beams, eclectic ac-
cessories, and a big wood
table in the dining room are

hallmarks of farmhouse
style. This is a fun design
trend that can be personal-
ized for cozy appeal.

Hidden appliances:
Making appliances disap-
pear into the background is
a growing trend. This is
achieved with products that
blend in with or are hidden
behind cabinetry.

M u l t i ge n e ra t i o n a l
homes: Buyers between the
ages of 53 and 62 are in-
creasingly looking at homes
that can accommodate chil-
dren older than 18, with a
room or apartment available
to care for an aging parent,
states the National Associa-
tion of Realtors.

Home trends continue to
evolve, and some trends
have exhibited more staying
power than others.

Home trends to consider

METRO SERVICES

A basement remodeling
project can add valuable and
usable space to a home. For
many years, homeowners
overlooked the potential of a
basement remodel, perhaps
thinking it would not be a
smart return on investment.
But that’s no longer the case.

The latest “Cost vs. Value”
report from Remodeling
magazine says the average
basement remodel can cost
around $61,000 with a 70.3
percent recoup rate. In addi-
tion, HGTV says architects
and contractors indicate the
cost of redoing a basement
is roughly one-third to one-
half less than the price of
putting an addition on a
home.

Before remodeling a
basement, homeowners
should think about how
they want to use the space.
Homeowners also must
focus on some potential ob-
stacles in a basement that
will need to be addressed so
that the area can be as func-
tional as possible. 

Basements can be chilly
and damp. That means
moisture issues and heating
and cooling needs must be
addressed prior to any con-
struction. Homeowners may
have to consider the instal-
lation of a dehumidifier and

run venting through the
basement to allow for
proper climate control. If a
basement takes on water, ei-
ther through the walls or a
concrete slab, a professional
waterproofing company can
come in and fix these issues
so they will not damage dry-
wall and flooring after-
wards.

The presence of insects
and pests also must be ad-
dressed. Exterminators can
help homeowners figure out
which insects are in their
basements and how to
make the space less hos-
pitable to these unwelcome
guests so that the room will
become comfortable for
human occupants.

Space is often at a pre-
mium in basements, which
may contain HVAC units,
water heaters, filtration de-
vices, ductwork, pipes, and
the other appliances. Quali-
fied contractors can suggest
solutions for cordoning off
appliances and camouflag-
ing pipes and wires so they
won’t detract from the fin-
ished product. However,
building access panels into
the design will make it eas-
ier to service or repair fea-
tures as necessary.
Homeowners also may want
to wrap pipes before drywall
is installed to quiet noisy

drainage pipes.
Uneven basement floor-

ing will need to be
smoothed out and flattened
before carpeting or tile can
be laid down. A self-leveling
underlayment can be ap-
plied to fill in gullies, while
larger crack and holes will
need to be patched.

Once the structure of the
basement is addressed, then
the design work can begin.
Many professionals advise
against drop ceilings, which
can take away from ceiling
height and look cheap. Base-
ments can be dark, so the
addition of plenty of lighting
can help brighten the room.
Small basement windows
can be replaced with larger
ones to add more light as
well.

Homeowners can mimic
built-ins and architectural
details from elsewhere in
the home so the basement is
aesthetically cohesive and
doesn’t seem like an addi-
tion. Bookcases and shelving
can add valuable storage
space as well. Decorate the
basement with bright, neu-
tral colors so they make the
space feel more inviting. 

With some effort and fi-
nancial investment, base-
ments can be as beautiful
and functional as other
rooms in a home.

Basement remodeling tips
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Home renovations are
big business. The home ren-
ovation resource Home Ad-
visor states that the national
average cost of remodeling
multiple rooms in a home
was $41,784 in 2018. 

While homeowners can-
not change the size of rooms
to save money, they can ma-
nipulate the materials used
to keep expenses down.
Many products on the mar-
ket today are designed to
replicate the look of more
costly materials without the
higher price tags. User-
friendly DIY products also
can help corral costs by cut-
ting down on labor ex-
penses.

Resilient flooring
Resilient flooring is man-

ufactured to mimic the look
of hardwood, tile, stone, and
other materials. According
to Armstrong Flooring, spe-
cialized manufacturing
processes and coatings cre-
ate a product that resists
stains, dents, moisture, and
scratches. Most resilient
products are made up of
several layers to create sta-
bility and absorb sound.
These products tend to be
less expensive  than the ma-
terials they replicate.

Laminate countertops
Much like resilient floor-

ing, laminate countertops
are inexpensive, low-main-
tenance and durable alter-
natives to stone and
solid-surface countertops.
They come in many different
styles that can look like
granite or marble. Home-
owners also can consider
solid surface materials, tile,
concrete, and wood block
when looking for cost-effi-
cient countertop materials.

Shower kits
Bathroom renovations

can increase the overall
value of a home. But some
homeowners do not have
the time or money to do a
complete bathroom re-
model. Replacing an old
vanity with a newer one and
replacing an outdated
tub/shower combination
can improve  the functional-
ity of a space without break-
ing the bank. Shower kits
and stalls enable homeown-
ers to renovate bathrooms
with less hassle than creat-
ing a tile- or stone-based
shower enclosure. Kit pieces

drop in place and may only
require minor plumbing
work. Certain kits can be in-
stalled directly over dated
showers for a quick remodel
turnaround.

Cabinet refacing
Homeowners who want

to keep the layout of a
kitchen intact but simply
update its look can turn to
cabinet refacing. The Kitchen
Magic renovation company
says refacing or resurfacing

uses quality wood or lami-
nate veneer to change the
color and appearance of the
exterior of cabinets without
having to remove the exist-
ing cabinet frames. New
doors, drawers and hard-
ware will complete the
transformation at a fraction
of the cost of a new cabinet
build.

Low-cost materials can
keep renovation budgets in
check and still produce
beautiful results.

Save time, money with
material alternatives
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Freezing temperatures may be
good for ice skating or building
snowmen, but sub-freezing temper-
atures can be dangerous for the av-
erage person and his or her home. 

Cold weather often leaves people
scurrying to do whatever is neces-
sary to safeguard themselves from
the big chill. But it’s important
homeowners also protect their
homes in cold weather.

Plumbing
Plumbing and pipes may be vul-

nerable to cold weather. Frozen
pipes may burst and cause substan-
tial damage to a home, potentially
causing flooding and structural dam-
age.

Homeowners should disconnect
and drain garden hoses before win-
ter arrives. Water to outdoor hose
bibs should be turned off, though the
valves on these outdoor faucets
should be left open to drain. Also,
outdoor faucets can be covered with
insulating foam covers. 

The Red Cross says pipes that
freeze most frequently include pipes
in unheated areas, such as base-
ments, attics, garages, and crawl
spaces. Close vents to the outside in
areas like attics and basements to
limit the amount of cold air that gets
indoors. Think about insulating un-
heated areas, as well as using pipe
sleeves, heat tape or wraps on ex-
posed pipes.

By opening kitchen and bathroom
cabinet doors, homeowners can
allow warm air from a home to reach
pipes under the sink. During ex-
treme freezes, keep cold water drip-
ping from a sink to prevent pipes
from freezing.

Service HVAC systems
It’s important to ensure that heat-

ing systems are working properly
prior to the cold-weather season. It
may only take hours for the interior
of a home to reach dangerously low
temperatures without adequate heat.
Homeowners should schedule an-
nual checkups of furnaces and hot
water heaters. Inspect the heat ex-
changer for cracks, install a clean air
filter and make sure all thermostats
are working properly.

Have fuel ready
Homeowners who heat their

homes with oil, wood or coal should
make sure they have plenty of fuel on
hand ahead of winter. Shortages can
occur, and it may take some time for
new fuel to arrive amid a cold snap.

As a precaution, homeowners can

rely on portable space heaters to fill
in the heating gaps during freezing
temperatures. Exercise caution with
these devices, turning them off when
leaving the room and remembering
to avoid overloading outlets.

Protect outside
Drain birdbaths, clean out down-

spouts and remove water from other
items where water can freeze and
cause damage. Inspect roofing prior
to the snowy season, but stay off
roofs during freezing weather. 

Remove snow shovels and other
winter gear from storage and make
sure the items are easily accessible
during snowstorms. 

Winter’s bite can be severe.
Homeowners can protect themselves
and their properties when the freeze
sets in.

Protect home from freeze

METRO SERVICES

Cold weather often leaves people scurrying to do whatever is necessary
to safeguard themselves from the big chill. But it’s important homeowners
also protect their homes in cold weather.
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Raking leaves is a chore many
people immediately associate with
autumn. Even though raking seems
like a simple activity, it’s still possible
to be injured while removing leaves
from the yard. 

The University of Pittsburgh Med-
ical Center advises
that pain from out-
door leaf chores
can range from
strained back
muscles to
twisted knees.
Blisters on the
hands and sun-
burn are other po-
tential side effects.
Many people do not re-
alize that raking is a thorough cardio-
vascular workout. Individuals at risk
for cardiovascular disease or those
who have recovered from surgery
may not be well enough to rake
leaves.

Here’s how to make autumn leaf
removal more of a breeze when the
job is done safely.

Pay attention when using a leaf
blower. Be cautious not to point an
operational blower in the direction of
people or pets, as debris can be

blown about and cause injury.
Stretch out before raking leaves.

Warm up muscles beforehand so
they are less likely to cramp. UPMC
experts suggest taking a short walk
prior to raking to stimulate circula-
tion.

Use proper raking form. Much
like snow shoveling, one should em-
phasize proper posture when raking,

with legs slightly bent and weight
distributed evenly. Hold the

rake handle
close to the

body and
keep one hand

near the top of
the rake for bet-
ter leverage.

Use the proper
gear. A leaf rake fans out like a trian-
gle and comes in various widths.
Choose a lightweight material that
can be easily maneuvered. A metal
rake is for stones and dirt and
shouldn’t be used for leaves. To get
between bushes, a smaller version of
a leaf rake, called a shrub rake,
should be used.

Wear protective gear. When rak-
ing or leaf blowing, protect your eyes
against debris. You also may want to
use a mask to prevent inhalation of

leaf mold and other particulates.
Gloves can protect hands from blis-
ters.

Follow manufacturers� direc-
tions. Read the instructions for pow-
ered leaf blowers, and never modify
the device in an unauthorized way.

Use a tarp and lift wisely. Rake
leaves onto a tarp that can be
dragged to a garbage pail or to the
curb for municipal pick up. For those
who must lift bags of leaves, do so by
bending at the knees, not from the
waist.

Wear sunscreen. Protect skin
from the sun. Even though tempera-
tures are cooler in the fall, this does
not mean the sun’s rays are any less
harmful. Also, take breaks to rehy-
drate frequently.

Use a secure ladder. When re-
moving leaves from gutters, be sure
the ladder is sturdy and secure. Con-
sider having a friend serve as a spot-
ter, holding on to the ladder to offer
greater security. Do not overextend
to stretch for leaves.

If at any time during leaf clean-up
you feel sharp or dull, incessant
pains, stop working. Listen to your
body’s signals and start the task
anew the next day or when you feel
better.
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By the time autumn hits
full swing, many trees will
have shed their leaves for
the season, and the last
vestiges of red, yellow and
orange magic will have
faded to brown. Raking,
blowing and collecting
leaves becomes the pri-
mary chores of lawn and
yard maintenance, and
presents most homeown-
ers with large piles of gath-
ered leaves to tend to.

It is impossible to count
just how many leaves fall
to the ground each year, or
just how many pounds of
leaves get collected curb-
side, but the numbers are
substantial. Cleaning up
leaves is considerable
work, but not all of those
leaves need to be carted

away. In fact, there are sev-
eral different uses of leaves
that can be beneficial. 

1
Spread leaves as a pro-
tective mulch to cover

tender perennials or root
crops/bulbs in the ground.
The leaves will form a nat-
ural insulating cover that
keeps the soil and the
plants within a bit warmer
over winter.

2
Create a pile of leaves
that will break down

and form a crumbly, com-
post-like material called
leaf mold. Even though leaf
mold may sound like a
blight, it’s actually a good
amendment to garden soil,
improving its structure and
ability to hold water. Leaf
mold also attracts benefi-
cial organisms that are
vital in healthy soil.

3
Brown leaves can be
added to green materi-

als in compost piles to im-
prove the health of the
compost being formed. Ac-
cording to the healthy liv-
ing resource Care2, the
ideal ratio is 75 percent
brown to 25 percent green
materials in compost. Turn
compost piles regularly to
aerate them.

4
Store dried, mulched
leaves in a dry spot so

they can be used in the
spring as a weed barrier for
spring plantings. They will
keep weeds at bay and
help retain soil moisture to
ensure small sprouts have
the resources to grow.

5
Use shredded leaves as
a lawn supplement.

Pass a lawn mower over
leaves left on the lawn to

break them down into
pieces too small to rake.
This will help keep the
lawn healthy throughout
the winter without block-
ing out needed sunlight.

6
Bag dried leaves and
pack them tightly to-

gether in cold areas of the
home, such as basements
or garages. They can act as
added insulation. Bags of
leaves also can be placed
around planting containers
to protect them from frost.

7
Gather a few of the
best-looking leaves and

preserve them. Use an iron
on a low setting and press
leaves between two pieces
of waxed paper until the
waxed paper seals to-
gether. Or use clear contact
paper to achieve the same
effect.

7 uses for fallen leaves

Safely remove fallen leaves



the space is compact, fully
practical and adapted for
the next project. In the be-
ginning, the walls and the
ceiling were only a shell,
and it took the summer
and the beginning of the
next two years for every-
thing to be brought to a
nice finish. Inside, there is

also a closet for storing all
of Curnel's materials and
quilting supplies, paper,
ribbons, material and
everything she uses. 

Not everything has to
be extremely expensive to
look wonderful and the
screen door she chose for
the closet is a prime ex-
ample.

"Nothing else sounds
like a screen door. And we
only paid $30 for it,"

laughs Curnel. 
Curnel inhereted her

talent for quilting from
her mother who hand-
quilts. 

"She also taught me
tocrochet and other nee-
dle arts," she said.

The Curnels have been
married for 36 years. They
have lived at their resi-
dence since 2001, and it is
where Larry and his
mother were born.
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Home improvement
projects are as popular as
ever. In its 2017 True Cost
Survey, the home improve-
ment site HomeAdvisor
found that, between Febru-
ary 2016 and February 2017,
homeowners spent an aver-
age of just over $5,000 on
home projects. That marked
a nearly $1,900 increase
from the year prior, indicat-
ing that homeowners are in-
creasingly opening their
wallets to transform their
homes.

In addition to spending
money to improve their
homes, many homeowners
are spending their time on
projects as well. While DIY
projects can provide a sense
of fulfillment and personal
attachment to one’s home,
prospective do-it-your-
selfers should ask them-
selves some questions
before picking up their ham-
mers and getting to work.

Do I have any 
physical limitations?

No matter how much
home improvement televi-

sion shows may simplify
projects, prospective DIYers
should know that such un-
dertakings are typically
very difficult and often-
times physically demand-
ing. Homeowners with
existing health conditions
or other physical limitations
may not be capable of per-
forming certain tasks or
may need to take frequent
breaks, which can delay
projects. 

Do I have the time?
Many home improve-

ment projects require a sig-
nificant amount of time to
complete. Homeowners
whose time is already
stretched thin with com-
mitments to work and/or
family may not be able to
complete projects within a
reasonable amount of time.
That’s fine if working on a
part of the home that won’t
affect daily life, but can
prove stressful or problem-
atic if the project is in a
room, such as a kitchen or
bathroom, that residents of
the home use each day.
Novice DIYers should be es-

pecially honest with them-
selves about the time they
have available to work on
the project, as such home-
owners are bound to expe-
rience a few
time-consuming missteps
along the way.

Can I afford it?
While DIY might seem

more affordable than hiring
a contractor, that’s not nec-
essarily true. Novice DIYers
may need to buy or rent
tools, costs that can add up.
Contractors already have
the tools necessary to begin
and complete projects, so
the cost savings of DIY
might not be as significant
as homeowners think. Be-
fore going the DIY route,
homeowners should solicit
estimates from contractors,
comparing the estimates to
how much a project will
cost if homeowners do it
themselves.

Can I go it alone?
Many home improve-

ment projects require more
than one set of hands, and
it’s risky and even foolish

for first-time DIYers to as-
sume they can begin a proj-
ect and see it through to
completion entirely on their
own. Homeowners whose
spouses, partners, friends,
or relatives are willing to
chip in may think that’s
enough. However, the DIY
skills of those who volun-
teer may be a mystery until
the project begins. Novice
DIYers should enlist the
help of a friend or family
member with home im-
provement experience. If no
such person is available, it
may be wise to hire a con-
tractor instead.

Home improvement
projects may seem simple
on television. But prospec-
tive do-it-yourselfers must
make honest assessments
of their skills, time and
budgets before taking on a
DIY project.

Ask yourself 4 simple questions
before embracing DIY projects
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Kentucky home sales in
September slid compared to
2017, topping out at 4,453
units. This is down 3.4 per-
cent from last year’s Sep-
tember tally of 4,608. For the
year, home sales are trailing
2017 by just over 1 percent,
with 40,291 transactions
through September (40,816
sales were recorded in the
same period for 2017).

Nationally, home sales
rose slightly in September
and saw substantial in-
creases in both the West and
Midwest, according to the
National Association of Real-
tors. A forward-looking indi-
cator based on contract
signings, increased 0.5 per-
cent to 104.6 in September
from 104.1 in August. How-
ever, year-over-year, con-
tract signings dropped 1.0
percent making this the
ninth straight month of an-
nual decreases.

Lawrence Yun, NAR chief
economist says that even
though we are still seeing
year-over-year declines, the
latest monthly increase is a
good, stabilizing trend. “This
shows that buyers are out
there on the sidelines, wait-

ing to jump in once more in-
ventory becomes available
and the price is right,” he
said. 

“The Kentucky housing
market continues to buck
the national trend,” said
Steve Cline, president of
Kentucky Realtors. “Closings
are down slightly while na-
tional numbers are up. How-
ever, Kentucky saw increases
in July and August while
others did not. While it re-
mains difficult to predict the
short-term future, the stabi-
lizing national trend is en-
couragement that 2018 will
be a near-record year in Ken-
tucky.” 

Home prices in Kentucky
were up for the second
straight month in Septem-
ber. A nearly five and a half
percent jump to a median
price of $136,920 was a
marked change from
$126,850 in 2017. Nationally,
median home prices landed
at $258,100, once again
roughly doubling the Ken-
tucky median price.

Kentucky’s housing in-
ventory dipped only slightly
in September year-over-
year. The 4.42 months of
supply in September was up

less than half a percent ver-
sus September 2017 and was
a significant increase of Au-
gust 2018’s level of 3.56
months. For the year, inven-
tory remains unchanged
versus the same period in
2017, showing 4.2 months
through September.

September saw only a 5.7
percent increase in the
amount of time properties
stayed on the market. At 110
days, this is level matches
the average for days on the
market in Kentucky.

Median prices were up in
Louisville but remained al-
most unchanged in Lexing-
ton and Northern Kentucky.

With rising mortgage
rates and high prices, con-
versations about the possi-
ble benefits of renting over
buying have begun to pop
up; however, Yun believes
that homeownership is still
the path to long-term finan-
cial health. “Excluding peri-
ods of subprime lending,
homeownership has consis-
tently led to wealth gains,”
said Yun. “If people are will-
ing to purchase a home
within their budget, they
will likely continue to accu-
mulate equity.”

Kentucky home sales 
down in September

Natural gas costs
down this winter
KENTUCKY TODAY

There’s some good news
this winter for Kentuckians
who heat their homes with
natural gas, according to the
state Public Service Com-
mission.

The PSC said last Thurs-
day that at the start of the
winter heating season, nat-
ural gas prices have fallen on
average about 13 percent
from this time last year and
are now about 64 percent
below their level of 10 years
ago.

When base rates, which
include monthly customer
charges and delivery fees,
are factored in, Kentucky
residential customers can,
on average, expect their total
gas bills to be about 6 per-
cent lower this November
than last, based on heating
season consumption of
10,000 cubic feet of natural
gas per month.

The average total bill for
10,000 cubic feet, including
gas costs and base rates, but
not miscellaneous charges
and credits, is projected to
be about $93.71.

That is down $5.92 from
last year and a decrease of
about $57 since November
of 2008, when the average
price per 1,000 cubic feet
was $11.70.

“Ample production of

natural gas is continuing to
forestall any sharp increases
in prices,” said PSC Chair-
man Michael Schmitt. “Even
with higher demand due to
greater use of natural gas to
generate electricity and ris-
ing gas exports, the supply
has more than kept pace.”

Weather is the major fac-
tor in the size of their heat-
ing bills, according to
Schmitt. 

“Kentucky is forecast to
have normal winter temper-
atures this year,” he said.
“That would be a welcome
change from last winter,
when several months of
colder-than-normal weather
pushed energy bills higher.”

But whatever the
weather or the cost of natu-
ral gas, consumers would
still benefit by taking steps
to reduce consumption, he
added.

The lower cost of gas
means that base rates are
now a larger portion of the
total bill. Only one of Ken-
tucky’s five large natural gas
distribution companies re-
ceived a base rate increase in
the last 12 months.

Savings that the five nat-
ural gas distribution utilities
are seeing as the result of a
reduction in federal corpo-
rate income taxes that took
effect this year, are also help-

ing consumers, Schmitt said.
The PSC recently completed
its review of the rate impacts
of the tax reduction and or-
dered utilities to return the
savings to their customers.

The five major natural gas
distribution companies in
Kentucky are Atmos Energy,
Columbia Gas of Kentucky
Inc., Delta Natural Gas Co.
Inc., Duke Energy Kentucky
Inc., and Louisville Gas and
Electric Co.  Together the five
companies serve more than
750,000 customers in Ken-
tucky and deliver about 176
billion cubic feet of gas an-
nually.

About 44 percent of Ken-
tuckians heat their homes
with natural gas. Those who
heat with propane (10 per-
cent) should see stable
prices, while users fuel oil (3
percent) will see an increase
of about 20 percent over last
year, according to the U.S.
Energy Information Admin-
istration.

For the 39 percent of
Kentuckians who use elec-
tric heat, changes in heating
costs are likely to be driven
by fluctuations in fuel costs,
environmental compliance
costs and other items that
change on a monthly basis,
as well as base rate adjust-
ments for several utilities
over the last year.
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mom would like about
how to grow grass.

“This edition of This
Old House magazine also
had article about garden
sheds, and the one fea-
tured had the same
roofline as my house, so I
decided I needed it,” said
Guess, a former teacher

and former owner of
Salem Food Store.

She ordered the blue-
print and hired local car-
penters Graham Shuecraft
and Jason Curtis.

“I’m really pleased at
how it turned out,” said
Guess, who now is sys-
tematically filling the
shelves in the She Shed,
which also features elec-
tricity and running water.
“It’s going to be nice.” 
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According to Energy Star,
the U.S. Department of En-
ergy and Consumer Reports,
homeowners who want to
curb energy consumption
can consider upgrading, re-
pairing or replacing the
biggest energy consumers in
their homes. The following

appliances typically tend to
consume the most energy:.

Heating & cooling unit:
Nearly half of all energy
used in a home is consumed
by HVAC systems. Regularly
inspecting and servicing the
system can conserve energy
and save money.

Water heater: Energy

Star suggests replacing
water heaters that are more
than 10 years old. Also,
washing clothes in cold
water can reduce energy
consumption.

Kitchen/laundry appli-
ances: Trade in old appli-
ances for new models,
which are more energy-effi-

cient. For example, an En-
ergy Star-rated refrigerator
uses 50 percent less energy
to run than a refrigerator
manufactured 15 years ago.
Innovations in laundry ap-
pliances also help make
units more efficient without
compromising on perform-
ance.

HVAC systems biggest energy hogs
METRO SERVICES

Pantone named “Ultra
Violet” its color of the year
in 2018, helping create a
resurgence in popularity of
all things purple. As a re-
sult, homeowners who
pride themselves on stay-
ing on top of the latest
trends have increasingly
turned to purple when de-
signing home interiors. 

Purple influences can
range from the dramatic to
the subtle. 

Transition bedroom
color. Purple has long been
a favorite shade for adoles-
cents who are growing up
and moving away from
pinks and peaches into
more mature room colors.
Purple looks well when ac-
cented by white, magenta
and yellow.  Even though it
is embraced by young girls,
purple also can be used by
adults who want to create
soothing retreats in their
bedrooms.

Create an accent wall.
A purple room may intim-
idate people who prefer
mild, more neutral design
schemes. But a purple ac-

cent wall can add a pop of
color, suggest the home
experts at Realtor.com.
When it comes time to list
a home, it’s easier for the
next homeowner to em-
brace a purple accent wall
than an entire room deco-
rated in this jeweled tone.

Use accent items. It’s
easy to add a splash of
plum or other variations of
purple without making a
permanent commitment.
Dress up neutral decor
with throw pillows, rugs,
table linens, or draperies in
all shades of purple. As
trends change, it’s easy to
exchange accent items.

Modernize kitchen.
Homeowners can offset ef-
ficient, modern design in
kitchens characterized by
white cabinetry and stain-
less appliances with some
well-placed grape focal
points. A purple back-
splash, purple-clad island
or lavender bar stools can
lend vibrancy to a space.

Purple is hot right now
and turning up in unex-
pected places in many
homes.

Purple pops
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Decorating a home in
neutral tones has long been
recommended as a way to
sell a home quickly. But the
color gray also provides a
blank canvas for homeown-
ers who have no intention of
putting their homes on the
market anytime soon.

Beige and white have
long been go-to colors for
neutral living spaces. But
many interior decorators
now look to gray as the neu-
tral color of choice. 

Design experts advise
that gray has a broad range.
Gray can include everything
from silver to charcoal to a
dusty cloud. According to
the trendsetters at Glidden
Paints, gray coordinates well
with other colors. Plus, the
neutral appeal of gray boasts
a timeless quality. 

Gray is not a clear-cut
color that’s simply a 50-50
blend of white and black.
Gray has subtle nuances that
can lean toward blues,
greens, taupes, and more de-
pending on the lighting and
surrounding furnishings.
That means that homeown-

ers who are ready to replace
their furniture or accessories
need not necessarily repaint
if they’ve previously deco-
rated in shades of gray.

Individuals need only re-
place small items to produce
a big effect in rooms where
gray is dominant. Because
gray is so neutral, it works
with soft, calming colors in
various pastels, but equally
as well with bright reds, yel-
low and oranges, according
to Scott Bodenner, a Brook-
lyn-based textile designer.

Gray also is a predomi-
nant color in natural stones
used throughout homes in
entryways, bathrooms and
kitchens. It can make design
sense to maintain continuity
throughout by dabbling in
gray elsewhere.

Designers have shown
how gray does not have to
be cold, industrial or gloomy.
It can be sophisticated in just
about any room of the
house. More designers are
now leaning toward warmer
variations of gray, such as
taupes and blends dubbed
“greige,” that are beautiful
but not as stark as pure gray.

METRO SERVICES

Lighting displays are one
of the many things that help
make the holiday season a
special time of year. Often
awe-inspiring, holiday light-
ing displays present a per-
fect opportunity for
communities and individu-
als to showcase their festive
sides.

Safety should always be a
priority when stringing hol-
iday lights both inside and
outside a home. The Na-
tional Fire Protection Associ-
ation (NFPA) notes that,
between 2009 and 2014, fire
departments in the United
States responded to an aver-
age of 210 home fires that
started with Christmas trees
per year. Lighting displays
strung on home exteriors
also can pose safety risks if
homeowners do not exercise
caution. Fortunately, various
strategies can help home-
owners safely decorate their
homes’ interiors and exteri-
ors this holiday season.

Choose a fresh tree. The
NFPA recommends cele-
brants who prefer natural
Christmas trees choose ones
with fresh, green needles
that do not fall off when
touched. Dry trees are more
likely to catch fire than
freshly cut trees. Adding
water to the tree stand each
day will keep trees fresher
longer. When placing the
tree, avoid placing it too
close to heat sources, mak-
ing sure it is at least three
feet away from fireplaces,
radiators, candles, heat
vents, or lights.

Check all lights before
stringing them. All lights,
including those going on

trees inside a home and
those being strung outside,
should be inspected prior to
being strung. Look for any
worn or broken cords and
replace any defected lights.

Employ the buddy sys-
tem. When stringing lights,
always work with at least
one other person. This
makes it safe for homeown-
ers who must climb ladders
to string lights on especially
tall trees and/or on their
home exteriors.

Avoid working in in-
clement weather. The
weather during the holiday
season can sometimes be
unpleasant or unpredictable.
Check the forecast before
stringing exterior lights to
ensure Mother Nature won’t
pose a threat. Avoid hanging
lights if the forecast predicts

wet, icy or windy conditions
that can make ladders un-
stable.

Turn lights off when
going to bed and/or leaving
the house. Interior and ex-
terior holiday lights should
not be left on when no one is
home or everyone inside is
sleeping. If left on overnight
or when no one is home,

lights may contribute to fires
that damage homes and
may even prove fatal.

Holiday lighting displays
help make this time of year
special. Following some sim-
ple safety procedures when
decorating with lights can
ensure everyone enjoys a
safe and happy holiday sea-
son.
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String holiday lights safely
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Gray here to stay
in home designs
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